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the Door JUNE 2011 



Prayer 6^ reflection 

Psalms of lament and anger 




The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr Rowan 
Williams, reflected on Psalm 
88 at the ‘After Eight’ service 
at Christ Church Cathedral. 

I t’s important to remember that 
the Psalms aren’t just a series of 
personal poems. They’re also 
the songs of a whole community. 
And it seems as if all of them 
would be sung in worship in Jerusalem. 
That means that part of public worship in 
ancient Israel was lament. It was the 
acknowledgement of darkness. 

Some people think Psalm 88 might 
have been sung during a nightlong 
ordeal for a new king or a new high 
priest who had been locked up in a cave 
for the night. 

‘ Then he stops and God's 
still there, and he's still 
there and something about 
this psalm gives me that 
sense. ' 



But the thing was that that person 
would be speaking on behalf of the 
whole community - as it were giving 
permission to a whole community to 
lament or protest - so it’s not just how 
somebody happened to be feeling on a 



bad day. The really significant thing 
about the psalms is this giving 
permission: you can say these things to 
God. 

It’s a bleak Psalm. But do you personally 
find it helpful ? 

It is helpful in just that sense that it tells 
me, however angry I feel or lost, I can say 
that and God won’t go away. I think here 
of some of the 17^ century poems of 
George Herbert, great priest and mystic. 
Some of those are poems of 



extraordinary anger, hitting out at God. 
Herbert shouts at God until he gets 
hoarse. Then he stops and God’s still 
there, and he’s still there and something 
about this psalm gives me that sense. You 
say everything you can possibly think of, 
and when you’ve run out of rude epithets 
to call him, he’s still there and you’re still 
there. 

We view the Psalms through the lens of our 
own experience and history. I think of the 
Jewish contexts in the Holocaust, saying the 



Psalms in the camps. Does this resonate with 
you ? 

Yes. I think that if people said a psalm 
like this in the camps, then they meant 
what they said. Some of you might have 
seen on TV a few years ago that drama set 
in Auschwitz with Anthony Sher playing a 
Rabbi. It was the occasion when some of 
the Jews in the extermination camps put 
God ‘on trial.’ 

This play recreates such a moment, 
when an elderly Rabbi is brought in. For 
most of the play he says absolutely 
nothing. But just before the end, when 
everybody has run out of things to say, he 
gets up and he draws it all together in a 
final statement of passionate indictment 
of God. He’s absolutely furious. 

It’s the one speech that bursts out. It’s 
incredibly moving and then he falls silent 
and then they’re all summoned to go out 
into the gas chambers and as they go one 
or two begin to murmur the Kaddish and 
one after another they cover their heads, 
as if with a skullcap, as they go into the 
chambers. 

Now that’s one context for reading it 
and it’s one of those things that makes 
you realise the absolute uselessness of any 
arguments about God and suffering. The 
fact is suffering absolutely destroys some 
people’s faith and other people live faith 
in the depths of it all. And I don’t know 
how you argue about it. 

©Rowan Williams 2011 
You can listen to Dr Williams’s reflections 
in full on our website: 
www. oxford.anglican. org 



June prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

WED1 Kidlington with Hampton Poyle: 

clergy Anthony Ellis, Hilary Campbell, 
William Whyte, Gillian Straine; LLM 
Lesley Heffer. 

THU 2 Osney (North Hinksey, Botley, St 
Frideswide, Binsey): clergy Anthony 
Rustell, Rodney Hill, Judith Brown, 

Martin Henig. North Hinksey (VC) 

School. 

FRI 3 Oxford St Aldate: clergy Charlie 
Cleverly, Alan Ramsey, Philip Atkinson, 
Christian Hofreiter, SokHan Yong; lay 
pastor Anita Cleverly; student pastors 
Michelle Tepper, Peter Tepper; worship 
pastor Martyn Layzell; youth pastor Oli 
Benyon; children’s pastor Rachel Smith. 

SAT 4 Oxford St Andrew: clergy Andrew 
Wingfield Digby, Jonathan Mobey, Peter 
Scamman; LLMs Donald Hay, David 
Wright; youth worker Andy McConville. 
Oxford St Frideswide (VA) School. 

MON 6 Oxford St Barnabas and St Paul: 

clergy Jonathan Beswick, Miles Maylor, 
Dennis Mason; LLMs Maggie Ellis, 

Susan Gilllingham. Oxford St Barnabas 
(VA) School. 

TUE 7 Oxford St Ebbe with Holy Trinity 
and St Peter le Bailey: clergy Vaughan 
Roberts, Suresh Menon, Peter 
Wilkinson, David Reid, Philip Jack; LLM 
Al Horn. 

WED 8 Oxford St Giles and St Philip 
and St James with St Margaret: clergy 
Andrew Bunch, Sally Welch, Nicholas 



Bradbury, Bernard Silverman; LLMs 
Paula Clifford, David Longrigg. Oxford 
SS Philip & James (VA) School. 

THU 9 Oxford St Mary Magdalen: clergy 
Peter Groves. 

FRI 10 Oxford St Mary the Virgin with St 
Cross with St Peter in the East: clergy 
Brian Mountford, Charlotte Bannister- 
Parker, Jonathan Herapath. 

SAT 11 Oxford St Matthew: clergy Steve 
Hellyer, Tim Bradshaw, Jane Sherwood, 
Jon Williams, Mike Rayner; LLM Jane 
Usher; youth minister Yvonne Morris. 
Oxford St Ebbe’s (VA) School. 

MON 13 Oxford St Michael and St 
Martin and All Saints: clergy Bob Wilkes, 
Gregory Platten. 

TUE 14 Oxford St Thomas the Martyr: 

clergy Jonathan Baker (Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet - elect). 

WED 15 South with New Hinksey: clergy 
James Wilkinson, Balwant Singh. Oxford 
New Hinksey (VC) School. 

THU 16 Summertown: The leaders and 
congregation at Summertown. 

FRI 17 Wolvercote and Wytham: clergy 
Mark Butchers, Jo Coney, Viv Bridges; 
LLM Tony Lemon; children’s worker Anne 
Barker. 

SAT 18 Cheddington with Mentmore: 

clergy Derek Witchell, Robert Wright. 

MON 20 Ivinghoe with Pitstone and 
Slapton and Marsworth: clergy Tracey 
Doyle, Carole Peters; LLMs Barbara de 
Butts and Sandra Green. Marsworth 



(VA) School. 

TUE 21 Newton Longville, Mursley, 

Swan bourne, Little Horwood and 
Drayton Parslow: clergy Laurence 
Meering, John Saunders, Jackie Brown; 
LLM Judith Saunders. Newton Longville 
(VC) Mursley (VC) and Swanbourne 
(VA) Schools. 

WED 22 Stewkley with Soulbury: clergy 
Peter Lymbery. Stewkley St Michael’s 
(VC) School. 

THU 23 The Brickhills and Stoke 
Hammond: clergy John Waller; LLM 
Jeremy Hopkinson. Bow Brickhill (VA), 
High Ash (VC) Schools. 

FRI 24 Wing with Grove: clergy Derek 
Witchell, Siv Tunnicliffe. 

SAT 25 Wingrave with Rowsham, Aston 
Abbotts and Cublington: clergy Derek 
Witchell, Siv Tunnicliffe. Wingrave (VC) 
School. 

MON 27 Mission in Work and Economic 
Life: chaplains Susan van Beveren, 
Stephen Norrish and Linda Hiller. 

TUE 28 Hospital Chaplains in Oxford 
and Reading areas plus Almhouses. 

WED 29 Hospital Chaplains in 

Abingdon, Banbury, Broadmoor, 
Buckingham, Milton Keynes, Nettlebed 
and Windsor areas. 

THU 30 Theological Institutions: the staff 
& students of the Culham Institute; the 
Oxford Centre for Mission Studies and 
Pusey House. 



Sundays 

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. (Acts 2:3,4 NRSV) 

SUNDAY 5 Oxford Deanery: Area Dean Anthony Ellis, lay chair 
Peter Bridges, secretaries Janet Warren & Anthony Rustell 
(assistant), treasurer Diana McMahon, LLM Bruce Armour; 
EPMMs Allan Doig, Gerald Hegarty, Elizabeth Hoare, Charlie 
Kerr, Lister Tonge, Simon Vibert; chaplains to the Oxford Deaf 
Church Ben Whitaker & Roger Williams. The people, wardens, 
PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The Anglican 
Communion Environmental Network as it promotes local 
initiatives to become better stewards of God’s creation. The 
diocese of Nsukka (Niger, Nigeria). 

SUNDAY 12 (Pentecost) The local government staff and 
councillors serving the people of the Deanery of Oxford. The 
Bishop of the Diocese, John Pritchard; the Area Bishops: Colin 
Fletcher, Alan Wilson, Andrew Proud; Archdeacons: Norman 
Russell, Julian Hubbard, Karen Gorham; Honorary Assistant 
Bishops. 

TRINITY SUNDAY 19 Mursley Deanery: Area Dean Laurence 
Meering, lay chair Bobbie Ward, secretary Geoff Ball, treasurer 
Jeremy Hopkinson, ecumenical representative Siv Tunnicliffe. The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The 
Diocese of Okinawa (Japan); those brave people struggling to 
make the nuclear reactor at Fukushima safe; the people of North 
East Japan rebuilding their lives after the tsunami earlier this year. 

SUNDAY 26 The CofE Guild of Vergers (Oxford diocesan 
branch) chairman Tim Woods and staff. The Thames Valley Police 
and the Fire and Rescue Services serving the people of the 
diocese. Local councilors and MP serving the people of the 
deanery of Mursley. The Diocese of On the Niger, (Niger, 

Nigeria). 
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News 



Homes for the homeless 



Churches urged to get sporty 

M< JK|_1 HAN 

COLD 

the 2012 Games- 
is your church 

in the running ? 





MORE than 100 people attended the launch of the diocesan Olympics 
project last month. The event, held at the Said Business School in 
Oxford, was an opportunity for people to find out how churches can 
use the Olympics and Paralympics Games to engage with the local 
community. 

The guest of honour at the event was Sir Roger Bannister, who spoke 
about the qualities of true sportsmanship, and said that he applauded 
the involvement of the Church. 

The diocese has its own Olympics chaplain, the Revd Janet Binns, and 
a planning group drawing together ideas for Olympics related 
activities. The group is working closely with ‘More than Gold’, an 
ecumenical agency involved in Christian mission at successive 
Olympics and Paralympics Games since 1996. 

The ‘Challenge 2012’ planning group has produced leaflets, posters, 
and a DVD (adapted from a More than Gold resource) , all of which 
are designed to help people understand the possibilities offered by the 
Games and begin to make plans. There is also a brand new website, 
www.racebeforeus.org.uk. 

“Our three themes are community, hospitality and service,” said Janet. 
“There are lots of resources on offer through our website and from 
More than Gold. But it’s local churches who will know what will work 
best in their community.” 



Jubilee funds 20th birthday 



By Jo Duckies 

HOMELESS families are being 
housed and given help to turn 
their lives around thanks to 
volunteers from churches in 
Buckingham. 

The scheme began when a 
congregation member at St Peter 
and St Paul’s, Olney offered 
£250,000 to buy two properties. 
The Revd Claire Wood, rector, 
said: “There was no paperwork, 
just a promise. Another man 
then offered professional 
housing advice, and yet another 
expert was consulted, the CEO of 
a Christian housing project who 
agreed to provide match 
funding, which allowed the 
purchase of two more homes.” 
From there Claire contacted the 
town council, who backed the 
scheme. Aylesbury Vale Council 
agreed to furnish the houses, 
helped with money to buy 
another two properties and help 
with the legal work. Since then 
Stephen Townsend has been 
appointed manager of the six 
houses. He has helped recruit 
volunteers from across the town’s 
churches. 

Those volunteers help residents 
with everything from budgeting 
and debt management through 
to cooking and parenting. 
Stephen said: “It’s not about 
putting a roof over people’s 
heads, although that’s something 
we do. We are much more 
interested in supporting the 
families to gain the skills they 
need to live in the community. 
They may have become homeless 
for a variety of reasons. 

“They may not be good at 
budgeting or may have family or 
relationship issues. Some of them 
may not have cooking skills and 
may be having debt problems 
because they are buying ready 
meals from Waitrose. Whatever 
needs they have we can match 
the right volunteer to them. 

“One thing we are very keen to 



do is to get tenants involved in 
the community and that’s been 
very successful.” The tenants are 
referred by social services in 
Aylesbury, or other agencies and 
stay in the houses for up to two 
years. When they move on to 
new, more permanent homes, 
support is still there for them 
from the volunteers if they want 
it. Since the first tenants moved 
in March last year, one family has 
already moved on and another is 
due to move in May. 

“The important thing is finding 
volunteers, especially through 
the churches and I’ve been 
amazed by the number of people 
who have come forward,” said 
Stephen. 

Some tenants have even joined 
churches after receiving support 
from the Christian volunteers. 
“We are not setting out telling 
tenants they must become 
Christians but if they show an 
interest they are welcome to 
come along.” 

One 23-year-old single father, 
who asked not to be named, said 
he had been thrown out of his 
dad’s house because he was a ‘bit 
of a trouble maker’. He was 
made homeless and ended up in 
a hostel in Aylesbury, before 
being placed in one of the 
houses last June. 

“The support people here have 
been really good. I had no 
gardening equipment and they 
organised for me to have a lawn 
mower and strimmer to do the 
garden, he said. He has also been 
helped with budgeting and with 
leaflets for the painting and 
decorating business he is setting 
up. 

He added: “Having this house 
and the support of people here 
has helped me get back on my 
feet really and made me stronger 
to survive on my own in the 
future. It’s given me the 
motivation to do the things I 
want to do.” 



A JUBILEE fund at St Clement’s 
Church, Oxford, set up as a 
response to the growing 
problem of personal debt in the 
UK turns 20 this year. 

The fund aims to encourage us 
to consider how we can best use 
our financial resources enables 
better off members of the 
congregation to help those in 
financial need. It has acted as 
broker between members of the 
congregation enabling loans to 
be set up for, for example, for 
the deposit for a house and the 
installation of central heating. 
Fund managers are available for 
anyone wanting further 
information on a biblical 
perspective on handling money, 
budgeting or debt. A money 
information sheet is available 

Great Haseley s 

A SPECIAL Evensong in Great 
Haseley, sung by the choir of 
Magdalen College will celebrate 
John Harding, the parish’s 
former rector and one of the 47 
scholars who translated the King 
James Bible 400 years ago. 

While rector of the parish, John 
was Regius Professor of Hebrew 
at the University of Oxford. In 
1607 he took charge of the First 
Oxford Company of translators, 
with the task of translating from 
Isaiah to the end of the Old 



for those concerned about their 
finances and for those seeking 
to be good stewards of what 
they have. The church 
encourages anyone concerned 
about their finances to seek 
help and has information about 
free helplines that are available. 
Since early 2010 St Clements 
has also been running the free 
“CAP Money” course from 
Christians Against Poverty which 
teaches a simple method of 
budgeting. The next courses are 
in Oxford on Thursday 9 June 
or in Wheatley on Tuesday 28 
June. 

See www.capmoney.org or call 
01865 246674 for more 

King James link 

Testament. He was also 
president of Magdalen College 
from 1608 until his death in 
1610. He married Isabel Clarke, 
a widow from Great Haseley in 
1598. They had seven children, 
one of whom later became 
famous as the translator of the 
alchemist Paracelsus. 

The Evensong takes place on 
June 26^, the nearest to the 
churches patronal festival, St 
Peter’s Day on June 29, at 
3.30pm. 



IN BRIEF 



Vows broadcast 

As part of the build up to the 
royal wedding ITV’s Daybreak 
programme arranged a live 
renewal of wedding vows for 
100 people (50 couples) in the 
Great Hall at Blenheim Palace. 
Canon Adrian Daffern, Team 
Rector of the Blenheim Benefice, 
officiated at the ceremony. Adrian 
said: “I was impressed by the 
seriousness with which the 
programme team approached it 
- this was no mere stunt, but a 
real opportunity to celebrate 
marriage, and provide a unique 
context for the couples involved 
to renew the promises they had 
made. The vows can be viewed 
at the programmes website: 
http://www.itv.com/daybreak 



Its showtime 

THE ecumenical Witney 
Interchurch Singers choir is 
hunting for a new Musical 
Director. The choir’s founder and 
current director Paul Herrington, 
will be stepping down after the 
201 1 summer concert Snakes 
and Ladders by Roger Jones. 

The show traces the story of sin 
and redemption through the bible 
from Adam and Eve to the 
resurrection. It will take place on 
1 8 and 1 9 June at High Street 
Methodist Church, Witney. For more 
see vwwv.witneyinterchurcfisingers.org.uk 



New director 

ANNE Davey has been 
announced as 
the new 
Director of 
Education for 
the Oxford 
Diocese. 

Anne will take 
over from Leslie 
Stephen, who retires this 
summer. She is currently Deputy 
Director of Education at the 
Diocese of Salisbury. 




Love Oxford 



AS the Door went to press 
churches across Oxford were 
gearing up for the annual 
ecumenical Love Oxford event. 
Hundreds of people were 
expected to flock to South Parks 
over the weekend of Saturday 21 
and Sunday 22 May. This year is 
the sixth time the event, which 
aims to pray for the peace of the 
city of Oxford, has taken place. 
The Saturday included an all age 
fun day and a talk by Prof John 
Lennox in the evening, followed 
by the main open air service on 
Sunday and an evening 
celebration and healing service in 
the evening. See 
www.loveoxford.org.uk/ for more. 



New bishop takes up his staff 
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Advertising Feature 



A 'good' read for the summer 




RETIREMENT - 

THE BEST YEARS 
OF YOUR LIFE? 

THE CONTENTED LIFE 



Robert Atwell 



6 U really is the new 40 ! 
Discover how growing 
older can be a source of 
opportunity, now gifts 
and going deeper inks 
God in this wise yet 
humorous guide, 

??a 1 B402G 074 5 £9 9* 



fr*Tt t A N i Kit m i ry 



Contented 
L i fc 



Available from all good 
Christian boo kshops or direct 
from Canterbury Press 



Emtt 1 ! flfTder^far*iywchbseksandrm£Bic.eii.ul 
Wet site wwwjcan5ertiu.*7?sres-s td uk 

r#uowMW»as 



Summertime provides a wonderful 
opportunity for catching up with reading. If 
you are going away the travelling time by 
rail or plane offers plenty of time to sit back 
and relax with a book. If you are staying at 
home, time in the garden can be well spent 
reading. Many people like to get hooked on 
a thriller or romantic novel but have you 
thought of using the time 
wisely with a Christian book? 



Whilst many people see summertime reading as possibly getting 
lost in a novel at the airport, on the plane and then the beach, there 

are all sorts of other books to get into, the time away 

offering the chance to study a little deeper, maybe 
reflect a little more without the distractions of normal 
day to day living. 

Not all Christian books are study books and your 
Christian bookshop probably has a selection of fiction 
with a Christian theme running through it. The 
Highland Press has some great Summer Fiction on 
offer for you to read at home or take on holiday with 
you. 

It’s never to young to start reading and Christian 
bookshops will have a good selection for children and 
teenagers to choose from, covering everything from 
an introduction to the Bible to various life skills. 

The summer is also a good time to look at the new 
academic year that starts in September, as it does for 
many church organisations meeting up again after 
their summer break. Study and preparation at this time 
can lead to a more relaxed start to the new year. 

In a society in which there are more people over 50 
than ever before many of us could do with a little help 
on how we see old age. There's talk of us not only 
working for longer but living more fulfilling lives when 
we retire. Help is at hand with a great new book from 



the Canterbury Press looking at The Contented Life'. 

There is a tremendous selection available from your local Christian 
bookshop or direct by mail by phone or website. Christian 
bookshops do a wonderful job of outreach keeping all sorts of 
books available for those who are searching and maybe on the first 
steps towards a real faith, remember them when you are looking for 
your post cards or gifts as your custom helps to keep them alive 
and in business. 

Some readers may also be interested in spending the time, putting 
their own thoughts or memories to paper and start on creating a 
work of their own. It is often said that we all have a book within us 
yet very few of us search it out. You can prepare it yourself on your 
PC and get it printed in a local digital print shop or its possible to 
call on the help of one of this country's self publishing companies. If 
you are thinking of self publishing carefully check out the costs in 
advance and remember that not all books make a profit. 



EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 

Radio is on EPG 0147 

Live TV at www.ewtn.co.uk 
£175 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 

EWTIM Q 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 
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The novel Planetquake shows 
how democracy and dictator- 
ship both struggle in the face 
of a global food shortage. Only 
those with spiritual wisdom 
(OK, plus some smarts) can ac- 
tion the right response. 




A sabbatical that rocks (the 
boat?). Daydream Believer has 
a first-person fictional voice 
that speaks to pastoral hearts. 
Instead of studiously compos- 
ing that definitive commentary 
on Timothy or visiting your so 
successful pastor in the USA, 
this minister escapes from his 
dog collar by touring with an 
amateur band. . . 



A tsunami could hit Iona! 

Climate change is happening; while this may not 
be such bad news for Scotland, Plantequake warns 
those of ecological bent how climate awareness 
could either bring better politics or an opening for 
scheming wannabe dictators. 

Umoya Lister (a pen name out of Africa) imag- 
ines a sudden, worldwide famine triggered by an 
earthquake and its ensuing air pollution that circles 
the globe. Hunger wars soon follow: published in 
2011 but written in 2009, the book has proven re- 
markably prescient so far (food prices, earthquakes, 
Iceland’s volcano, fires on the Russian steppe). 
Readers have an authentic ‘whiff’ of the processes 
of scientific discovery and peer review (professo- 
rial get togethers where things can get physical. . .) 

Lister’s broken rainbows recall Genesis: Noah, 
Pharaoh stockpiling cereals. He takes some risks 
by introducing three levels of actors: first the earth 
itself, portrayed as a creature who obeys God and 
speaks to mankind. Second, nation states - hard for 
a writer to bring alive in fiction - whose leaders 
want to do right but are frustrated by selfish vot- 
ers. Third, an academic couple features, trying to 
juggle two nationalities, two careers, two children 
and one faith. 

The villain is a charmer, who is a convinced fol- 
lower of folk beliefs. Dreaming of creating a world- 
class empire in Southern Africa, his moral error is 
interesting: his political campaign correctly blames 
rich nations for the pollution and notes that most 
problems hit already-poor regions at risk of deser- 
tification; the error is to conclude that Africans are 
entitled to ignore any duty to reduce emissions. 

Many novels work through emotion and social 
observation. This one is cerebral and strategy- 
driven: Prospective readers could think in terms of 
John Buchan’s Prester John plus some Hofstadter 
(Godel, Escher, Bach) and moral philosophy that 
could grace Dostoesky or Milton. The spiritual sub- 
text is the abiding fruit of 1 9th-century missions to 
Africa versus the West’s loss of moral compass. 




The Home of Devenish 

Weymouth Dorset 



There are 23 Bungalows and 2 
flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services 
(excluding Territorial Army and 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England. 





Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled. 



For further information or an application form please contact: 

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish, 

Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street, 

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA 

Telephone: 01305 813895 

w w w.dev enishhomes .or g 

Registered Charity No. 202400 
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News 



Witney to Westminster 







THE blast of an air horn from the Mayor 
of Witney marked the start of a six-day 
canoeing journey along the Thames to 
Westminster. 

The trip was to raise funds for 
Adventure Plus, which turns 21 this year, 
and works with young people to provide 
outdoor activities in a positive, Christian 
environment. It is hoped the event will 
have raised funds for an Adventure Base 
where young people can experience 
climbing walls, ropes courses, water 
sports, bushcraft and archery, among 
other adventure sports. The charity 
currently works from rented premises in 
Witney. 



For more see 

www.adventureplus.org.uk. To donate 
visit http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ 
JonCox 



All aboard for Moment on Mondays 




A CHURCH has teamed up with Age UK 
to provide transport and the chance to 
join in worship and fellowship in north 
Buckinghamshire . 

The idea came from Rena Partridge, a 
Licensed Lay Minister at St Peter and St 
Paul’s Church, Olney, who planned it as a 
way to reach out to older people, 
especially those with mobility issues, in 
her community. Now the monthly 
Moment on Monday event has been 
running for four months and is a huge 
success. 

Rector, the Revd Claire Wood, said: 
“The Age UK mini-bus picks the people 
up just before 11am each month. We 
have a time of worship followed by 
fellowship and they are taken home just 
after 1pm. “It’s amazing as some of them 



have worshipped here for years, but find 
it hard to get here now. Some of them 
used to be church wardens here and it’s 
important that they are worshipping as a 
body again.” 

Rena said: “I got talking to the driver of 
the bus and arranged for her to collect 
the people. Most of them are former 
church members who have stopped 
coming. 

“It’s not a big group of people, but a 
good number of regular church goers 
have been supporting it too. 

“There’s a real sense of welcome and 
the people have been so delighted to 
come back to church. The last meeting 
was lovely. Claire led a beautiful 
communion service and we got them 
talking about their memories.” 



A 



Jon Cox, Executive Director, said: “A 
big thanks to everyone involved, 
especially our 30 paddlers, aged 12 to 
over 60, who kept smiling and paddling 
despite aching arms, cramped paddling 
positions and consistent head winds. It 
was a real privilege to be part of the team. 
Thanks also to our land support crew 
who tracked us down the river, meeting 
us at strategic points with collection 
buckets, ice creams and chocolate.” 



IN BRIEF 



New Bishop announced 

THE Revd Jonathan Baker is to be 
consecrated as the new Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet - the bishop who looks after 
clergy and parishes opposed to women 
priests. 

Fr Jonathan, who is Principal of Pusey 
House in Oxford, succeeds Bishop Andrew 
Burnham in his new role. He will work with 
diocesan bishops to ensure that ‘the 
integrity of differing beliefs and positions 
concerning the ordination of women to the 
priesthood should be mutually recognised 
and respected’. He said: “I look forward 
immensely to serving as Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet and to leading the clergy and lay 
people in my care to have confidence in 
their faith and in proclaiming the Gospel to 
all.’’ 

Throwing open the doors 

MORE than 100 churches offered everything 
from cream teas to guided tours, extensive 
exhibitions and concerts during the Cotswold 
Churches Festival. 

Events from a singing workshop at St Mary, 
North Leigh, Oxfordshire and a talk by the 
Director of the National Portrait Gallery at All 
Saints Faringdon were part of the festival last 
month. Meanwhile St Mary the Virgin in 
Cropredy celebrated the life of the little known 
St Fremund. The idea for the festival originated 
in the Diocese of Oxford, but the event has 
included churches from Gloucester, Coventry 
and Worcester. Pictures from the festival are at 
www.cotswoldchurchesfestival.org. 
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Award winning 
church furniture makers 



Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01934618111 
Emaikinfo@fullersfinerfumiture.co.uk 



| www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk | 



To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 
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PBS 

PrayerBook 

Society 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.org.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842582 

RtrisIi tcc) Charily No. HKWISM. 
Company Li mi Lor] by Gi mm nice No. 47 Rfi 973 



m wm Haem 

the ultimate answer to bathing difficulties 
exclusively available from Bathing Solutions 







solutions 
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Spotlight on... 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emetit 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 

Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



Ellel Ministries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 



MEL ROSE BOOKS 

Established 1969 

SEEKS NEW 
MANUSCRIPTS IN 
ALL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 

StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: infoOmel rosebook5.co.uk 




CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoamxo.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0611 



A ACCESS 
U INSURANCE 

Avtsn i Winning tlharit^ 1 hisumioc 
(lootart us for yarn rcquincmcnls: 
■Qnirtian arganiFatinns I Threat; 
Conference C^ntirs I CnllcBcs 
Counscllinf' I Overseas ICarc I Events 
All Nrt far Pmfit Orfsni sir ions 
Bffil 7430 

wraAcc&afcHiniKUftafc 



To Advertise 
In 

The Door 
PleaseCall 

01752 225623 




A.B.WALKJER 

& soM i EMiTrn 
I LtM II U L C<l f ICTH1 i 1 T IJcJn 



Independent femitytuiieral directors and 

rTionLirncntiJ irasons. 

* 24 Hour Hsstoiiitie 



4 Offices wi fth parking 

Competitively priced 

Fknivftrs hy telephone nn-lirte 

Stone memorials 

P re- paid funeral plans 



Read i ng he ad of rice Q11B957 365D 

OBI t La, rii J h =i VAs vt Tjtv n 1 1, n 4 . Hl riy hjii *tfh|Mnrs 

www, abwalker.co.uk 



Pentecost 



Delve deeper with five new courses 




D id you know that the word epiousios 
in the Lord’s Prayer, which we 
often translate ‘daily’ only appears 
twice in the whole of the Greek language, 
and that’s in Matthew’s and Luke’s 
Gospels? Or that early Christians 
interpreted ‘your kingdom come’ 
differently when they used the Lord’s 
Prayer? There was a debate over whether 
Jesus was referring to something earthly 
and imminent, or eternal and more 
transcendent. 

These are some of the themes 
included in five discipleship courses 
devised by The Revd Teresa Morgan 
from St Mary and Nicholas, Littlemore, 
Oxford. The courses will be available to 
download after Pentecost (Sunday 12 
June). 

Teresa says she has been running the 
courses for a few years in Littlemore, 
and will be putting them on the 
diocesan website to link in with our Year 
of Making Disciples. They were inspired 
by the American Episcopal Church’s 
tradition of having a season of 
Pentecost, when churches focus on 
growing as disciples. 

The first course is based on the Lord’s 
Prayer and is for relatively new 
Christians. It uses early commentators 
including Tertullian from the second 
century, Origen from the third century, 
Gregory of Nyssa and Augustine from 
the fourth and St John Cassian from the 
fifth, along with later spiritual writers 
Thomas Aquinas and Teresa of Avila. 

“I’m introducing people to 
commentators they are less likely to 
come across by themselves, and helping 
them to realise that a familiar part of the 
Bible may have more than one 
interpretation. Commentators are 
divided particularly on the issue of the 
kingdom, but also on what Jesus meant 
by forgiveness,” says Teresa. 

John Cassian’s Eight Passions form the 
basis of the next course; Tackling 
Unhelpful Passions. “It’s looking at things 



in us that block the spirit living through 
us. The word ‘sin’ has such bad 
connotations but John Cassian’s eight 
passions are very similar to the seven 
deadly sins.” 

Ways of Believingis the next course. It 
focuses on the Greek word pistis in the 
New Testament, which we translate as 
‘faith’ or ‘belief’, but which also means 
‘faithfulness’ and ‘trust’ with overtones 
of obedience. “Faith in the New 
Testament isn’t about believing six 
impossible things before breakfast,” says 
Teresa. “It’s about trusting God, having 
confidence in God, obeying and being 
faithful to a faithful God as well as 
believing certain things about God and 
Christ. It can be the opposite of fear, 
doubt or scepticism.” 

There are then two courses for more 
mature Christians - one based on Jesus’s 
command to the disciples apostello “I 
send you out.” This looks at how every 
Christian can minister in everday life, by 
listening to people, being prophetic and 
fostering forgiveness and reconciliation. 

The next is Speaking of Faith, which 



examines how we communicate our 
faith. “It’s about being able to say ‘I’m a 
Christian and I believe X’ and being 
able to explain what that means and put 
it across in a way which will 
communicate with people who don’t 
know much about Christianity.” The 
course looks at speeches by the Apostles 
Peter and Paul, and more modern 
examples including Vincent Donovan’s 
Maasai Creed - an adaptation of the 
Nicene Creed for the Maasai of Kenya 
and Tanzania, and some Water Buffalo 
Thelology - Asian Christian theology in 
the context of Thai Buddhism. 

/ 

LIVINgQJ disciples 
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The courses will be available to 
download from 

www.oxford.anglican.org/living-faith- 
for-the-futu re/making-disciples/ 

from Pentecost Sunday (1 2 June). 



Preparing for the Wave of Prayer 



The Mothers’ Union Wave of Prayer will sweep 
through the Diocese of Oxford during 
Pentecost (from Sunday, 1 2 June) During that 
time we are encouraged to pray for MU 
Oxford’s link dioceses. In those dioceses MU 
membership is seen as a privilege and is 
increasing and candidates are examined 
closely on their Christian faith, lifestyle, and 
commitment to the MU’s aims. 

Some common objectives in our MU links 
are developing small-scale businesses, 
HIV/AIDS/sexual health awareness and basic 
childcare and health and hygiene training. They 
tend to be poorer countries where there are 
constraints around transport, communication 
and finances. Here is a round-up of what’s 
happening in those dioceses: 

Democratic Repblic of Congo: 

MU’s offices are in Uganda. It works on the 
church-led National Reconciliation programme 
(ENP) and helps the victims of violent sexual 
assaults including rapes. 

Dioceses: 

ARU’s focus is preaching, Eucharistic serving 
and extending the MU’s Literacy training. 
BOGA is building a training centre for widows 
and orphans. 

KISANGANI concentrates on evangelising and 




health and nutrition 
programmes for the 
elderly and 
HIV/AIDS/STI victims 
in hospitals. They also 
face entrenched 
tribalism. 

NIGERIA: 

Growth continues but 
inflation is an 
additional concern. 

OKIGWE NORTH 
trains new members 
on family life. They 
hold annual Student 
and Girls’ Guild 
Rallies. 

OKIGWE SOUTH 
anchors its evangelism 
and help to the 
destitute on a shared Christian life through 
Bible study and worship. 

ORLU celebrated 25 years of spiritual and 
practical help for others with extended training 
buildings and church visiting. They are 
developing local projects to fund business 
loans, sponsor skills training and provide 
scholarships for secondary education. They 



want to develop their financial management 
skills. 

OWERRI trains clergy wives in two training 
centres and women in small-scale craft work. 
They give small start-up businesses loans, 
support indigent rural women and sponsor 
children through school. Their Youth Ministry 
includes a vacation programme and the Mary 
Sumner School. 
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Feature 

God: Lost and Found 




John Pritchard offers a 
perspective on surviving and 
growing through some of 
life’s darkest times. 

S he was eighteen months old 
and raced around with a look 
of delighted concentration on 
her face, and then fell over. 
Then came the tears, but it was 
soon over. It’s amazing what a cuddle 
can do to put the world right. Toddlers 
give us a picture, of what we are all like 
both when times are glorious and when 
times are hard. So it’s the tragic facts of 
life that often damage our awareness of 
God’s presence 
It happens with illness. Even 
sophisticated believers can lose their 
balance when faced with serious ill 
health. Depression, in particular, can 
strip our sense of self-worth as we slide 
into the long velvet darkness known by 
so many people. A friend said it was like 
this when depression overwhelmed her: 
“When the universe is shuttered and 
silent, when the light appears to have 
been extinguished and one finds oneself 
trapped in darkness and emptiness, the 
worst fears - real and imagined - 
emerge. 

“The heart gives up its (unknown) 
secrets - secret rage, secret jealousies 
and envies, secret fear, self hatred - and 
mixed in are feelings of nothingness, 
meaninglessness and worthlessness. Do I 
matter? Do I count? Does anyone care? 
The questions seem only to reverberate, 
unheard. The lack of response is 
deafening. The noise of one’s pain 
drowns out any answer or holding that 
might be offered. Rigid defendedness 
doesn’t allow relaxing into the hold of 
God.” 

‘ Where can one go in 
dereliction except to the foot 
of the cross V 



For a believer, the lack of response 
from God is the hardest cut. But it’s an 
experience that has been shared before 
we ever get there. As that friend went on 
to say, ‘Where can one go in dereliction 
except to the foot of the cross?” Jesus 
found that the silence of heaven didn’t 
stop him calling out into the deserted 
space, putting the question for all 
humankind, “Why?” Why have you 
forsaken me at my lowest point? 

Stress can have a similar, if shorter and 
less dramatic, effect. I remember that in 
my own brush with nervous exhaustion I 
no longer had any awareness of God just 
when I needed him, and had to rely 
(gladly) on the prayers and love of 
others, who mediated God’s care to me. 

I had come to the end of my resources, 
expending every ounce of personal 
energy on a particular project until my 
battery was completely flat and my body 
sent out alarm signals in all directions. I 
needed the wise ministrations of a 
Christian doctor to explain what was 
happening and to get me to build up 



the reservoir of energy with large 
quantities of rest, but I found it 
alarming not to have any live contact 
with my spiritual HQ. All the lines were 
dead. 

These personal facts of life can send a 
believer in one of two directions. They 
can take us further into the secure 
reality of God or they can drive us away. 
No one can tell which way they or others 
will respond when ill chance comes 
knocking. However, for those who dare 
to trust that God is still good, some part 
of the mental furniture may have to 
move. After personal loss and tragedy I 
have often heard people say some 
variation on the words, “There must 
have been a reason,” or, “God’s ways are 
not our ways.” But this won’t do. We 
can’t retreat in to religious 
obscurantism. We need some 
understanding of God and the world 
that allows for disaster without 
crumbling into blind fatalism. 



There is a commentary over the start 
of the film Love , Actually in which the 
commentator says: “Whenever I get 
gloomy about the state of the world, I 
think about the arrivals gate at 
Heathrow airport... love is everywhere... 
Fathers and sons, mothers and 
daughters, husbands and wives, 
boyfriends and girlfriends, old friends.” 

Yes - and Christians try to encourage 
our culture to believe that love is indeed 
the irreducible minimum. Nevertheless, 
the picture of a plane set against a clear 
blue sky, just about to fly into one of the 
World Trade Center towers, still chills 
the soul. 

And yet the human spirit often seems 
to rise still higher than these terrible 
situations and tragic events. I am 
immeasurably moved by the story of Yosl 
Rakover, one of the last survivors of the 
Warsaw ghetto in the Holocaust. 

Rakover realised that he would die and 
in his final hours wrote: “I have followed 



Him, even when He pushed me away. I 
have obeyed His commandments, even 
when He scourged me for it. I have 
loved Him, I have been in love with 
Him and remained so, even when He 
made me lower than the dust, 
tormented me to death, abandoned me 
to shame and mockery . . . But I die 
exactly as I have lived, an unshakeable 
believer in You.” 

How can you respond to such 
extraordinary faith? It echoes exactly the 
words of Job, “Though he kill me, yet I 
will trust in him” (Jobl3.15). The atheist 
must despair of such apparently 
irrational trust. 



One further type of experience needs 
mentioning. People can find their trust 
in God badly eroded by communal 
disappointment. A church community - 
large, vibrant, well led, and full of faith - 
was hit by personal tragedies that 
affected everybody. First a little boy was 
taken seriously ill. The church prayed 
and fasted; there were half-nights of 
prayer; there were great statements of 
faith and prophecies that the little boy 
would be healed. The little boy died. 

Not very long afterwards the assistant 



vicar’s husband became seriously ill with 
cancer. 

They had young children and he was 
well known and much loved in the 
church. Again the faithful resources of 
the church were turned on but the man 
died. 

The result of these tragic facts of life, 
whether personal, global or communal, 
is that many people are thrown into 
spiritual confusion. 

Searching for intellectual answers is 
beyond us in such situations. It’s not a 
time when we can cope with the idea of 
a God who, in the act of creation - as in 
every act of creativity from pottery to 
childbirth - has to limit himself in order 
to bring into being the thing created. 

When God creates a universe it works 
according to these principles, not some 
other hypothetical ones. Worthwhile 
existence requires genuine freedom not 
just for humans but also for the physical 
environment in which, and out of which, 
they have evolved. But following that 
argument through makes the brain 
ache, and at the time of distress 
everything else is aching quite 
sufficiently without looking for any more 
bewilderment. 

What Paul says of the whole body of 
Christ also applies to the individual 
Christian who follows him. “If one 
member suffers, all suffer together with 
it” (1 Cor. 12.26). If one part of us hurts, 
so do the other parts. We may wish it 
could be otherwise and that the tragic 
facts of life would call out our most 
robust faith and our most vivid 
awareness of God, but the truth is that 
such heroics might often be quite short- 
lived or shallow. 

‘We usually have to be 
submerged before we can 
re-merge with him again. ’ 



We usually have to suffer the weight of 
the problem before God can begin to 
infiltrate our new mental and emotional 
landscape. We usually have to be 
submerged before we can re-emerge 
with him again. After all, that was the 
route Jesus himself had to take all alone, 
one desperate weekend in Jerusalem. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is Bishop of Oxford. 
Above is an edited extract from God Lost and Found. 
SPCK. ISBN 978-0-281-06352-9 



Win: God Lost and Found 



THE Door has three copies of Bishop John’s new book, 
God Lost and Found to give away in this month’s prize 
draw. 

The book addresses how, if you dig below the 
surface, you are likely to discover that many of us who 
attend church regularly feel we have lost touch with a 
living experience of God. Indeed, we may find we no 
longer believe in God at all. Bishop John draws on his 
own experiences to shed light on what we may be going 
through, then offers starting points for us to re-imagine 
a more realistic faith in God. 

To stand a chance of winning simply send your name 
and address to God Lost and Found draw, the Door , 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 
ONB. The closing date for entries is Friday June 10. 
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For incisive and gripping 

Christian Documentaries visit Cross Rhythms Direct today: 



_ , . Enriching 

Refreshing Inspirational 




MA in Theology and Ministry 

High quality trainrng for clergy and lay ministers 

Challenging and lignicuis postgraduate study that will 
practically equip you in reading culture, serving the diurtti 
amj prodaiming the yospel artesli in the Iweiity first ctnluiy. 

Mi id ul es available im-liufc: 




The Narnia 
Code 



More Than 
Dreams 



Little Town Of 
Bethlehem 




The Mysterious 
Islands 




Westminster 

Abbey 



A variety of topics at great prices. 



www.crossrhythms.co.uk/direct 
Tel: 01 782 251000 



Growth and Decline in British Christianity VJ45 In present day * Biblical Literacy 
Preaching from the Synoptic (iospefs * Psychology and Christian Ministry 
Changing Worship How Mission can shape the Church Leadership 
Preaching from the Old Testament Mission and Ministry in Acts 




Full time, part-time and single module 
options am available. 



L f ; |g 

\W Durham 

l HhlTHlV 



Postgraduate Certificate Postgraduate Diploma 
MATM Doctoral Studies in Theology and Ministry 



Cal! Val Strickland on 



I I 



191 334 3894 



Enquiries at: v.e.strickland@durfiam.ac.uk www.cranmerhall.com 



God's Questions: 

Vision, Strategy and Growth 



Five situations are frequently experienced 
in Christian service: 

(a) identifying where you are in the overall 
picture, 

(b) knowing your priorities and how to 
implement them, 

(c) resolving your church’s or agency’s 
vision and the strategy to make it happen, 

(d) understanding enough about yourself as 
a leader to know what you should and can 
do, and what to avoid, and 

(e) having the faith to believe that things can 
change and with it the confidence to start 
making the invisible visible. 



That is what this book is about - one 
chapter for each topic, and two further 
chapters to put these five in their context 
- in the hope that thereby some leaders 
may become stronger and more effective in 
their service. 

Each of these topics is looked at from the 
perspective of a key question from the 
Scriptures: Adam, where are you? Moses, 
what is that in your hand? Elijah, what are 
you doing here? Amos, what do you see? 
Ezekiel, can these dry bones live? 

"Always in a context of encouragement., 
someone who understands the realities 
of church life... It is, quite simply, the 
fruit of a lifetime of reflection on God, 
faith, church and culture." 

From the Foreword by Professor John Drane 



I would like to buy a copy at the special discount price of £6, 
plus £1 towards postage and packing (the RRP of the book is £8.99). 
Please make a cheque for £7 out to ‘Peter Brierley.’ 

Name: 



Church / Organisation: 




Address: 










Postcode: 


Telephone number in case of any query: 




Email: 


Date: 



Return to: Brierley Consultancy, The Old Post Office, 1 Thorpe Avenue, Tonbridge, Kent, 
TN10 4PW or emai:l peter@brierleyres.com or phone: 01732 369 303 






by Dr Peter 
Brierley 
Published by 
ADBC Publishers 
September 2010 
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Growing as disciples uHSajsss 



Would you like to learn more about your faith? As part of its 
support for growth in discipleship the Diocese offers courses 
for anyone interested in going deeper. Keith Beech- 
Gruneberg tells us more. 




T hese courses take place in a 
range of venues around the 
Diocese, mainly on weekday 
evenings but sometimes on 
Saturdays. They cover topics 
such as the Bible, prayer, mission and 
evangelism, pastoral care, thinking 
theologically, leading worship and 
preaching, and church history 
Sessions include a mix of input from 
the tutors and opportunity to engage in 
discussion of the topics. The courses are 
open to anyone who would like to 
participate. Some who come are 
training for ordination, for Licensed Lay 
Ministry or as part of authorisation to 
preach in their parish. Others are 
exploring their vocation. But many just 
want to learn more about their faith. 
Each course stands alone, so you can 
sign up for anything that looks 
interesting. But be warned - many 
people find them addictive and keep 
coming back. 

On each course assignments are 
suggested for those who want to do 
further work. There is a new option of 
gaining a Bishop’s Award in Theology 
and Ministry if you attend a number of 
courses and do the associated 
assignments. However most people who 
aren’t training for a particular ministry 
choose just to learn from the sessions 
and not to undertake the assignments. 

7 have found I have been 
stretched and challenged by 
what I have learnt. ’ 



Here are some views from those who 
have attended the courses: 

Karen Laister from Sunningwell near 
Abingdon says: “I have found the 
experience of study immensely 
rewarding and found myself being 
involved in church life as a layperson in 
ways I would have never imagined. . . I 
have found I have been stretched and 
challenged by what I have learnt and the 
knowledge I have acquired.” 

Ross Martin from Chalgrove said: “I 
began 18 months ago as an 
‘independent learner’ on the Spirituality 
course - drawn in by my calling and 
‘inward journey’. Since then I have 
completed a number of essays and 
modules learning about God, 

Christianity and about myself so that 
now I am completely hooked! Regular 
attendance on courses provides me with 
a sense of being active in my faith (2 
Peter 1:5-7) and living out God’s 
purpose. 

“I began with a focus on licensed lay 
ministry. The course has helped me 
understand what gifts I have to offer and 
has helped me move in a new direction.” 
And Estelle Fourie from the Kimbles 
near Aylesbury says: “It was September 
2007 when I recommitted my life to 



Christ. Since then I have undertaken a 
spiritual journey which has included 
reading numerous spiritual books, 
fasting, meditation and generally taking 
a more intense interest in my religion. 
Our vicar, Jan Henderson encouraged 
me to think of my vocation to the 
ministry and gave me the Learning for 
Discipleship and Ministry course list for 
the spring term 2010. I completed my 
first course at the St James Centre on 
spirituality and well, that was the start of 
a new walk with my God, and I am now 
doing the eighth. 

“I am authorised to preach and lead 
services in our Parish church and the 
courses I have attended have 
undoubtedly helped and prepared me 
do this. I think most of us who are 
pursuing our vocation and trying to 
understand what God is calling us to do, 
find it a bit of an emotional roller- 
coaster. 

“I found that by attending the courses, 
not only did I gain the knowledge and 
skill from experienced and professional 
tutors, but we shared our experiences 
with each other in our groups - the 



good and the bad.’ 

If you would like to know more 
contact Revd Dr Keith Beech-Gruneberg 
at Diocesan Church House (01865 
208282; keith.beech- 
gruneberg@oxford.anglican.org. 

The autumn term programme will be 
sent to all parishes in the Department of 
Mission June mailing, and will be on the 



diocesan website from then. Courses 
are also advertised in the Door. 

Evening courses offered in each 
archdeaconry include ‘Planning and 
Leading Worship’ and ‘Introduction to 
Preaching’. There will also be one-off 
Saturday courses on pilgrimage and on 
an introduction to the Church of 
England. 



Curry or a pint with your Alpha ? 




AN Alpha course has been served with 
poppadoms in Warfield, with people 
getting to talk about the meaning of life 
while tucking into a curry. 

The event, which is now held in a 
pub, was started by the Revd Chris Hill 
along with volunteers from Eternity 
Church. “We held the course in a curry 
house, and later in a pub. Each time 
we’ve done it it’s finished bigger than it 
started,” said Chris. 

“We’ve sent people ahead to build a 
relationship with the venue so we have 
found people who are good at that. At 
the curry house we got to know the 
owner really well. It’s a more 
comfortable place, better than a parish 
hall and there are people who have 
done the course and joined the church. 

“We are strategic with the people we 
invite. We invite people one to one, and 
they tend to bring friends. 

What advice would Chris give to 
anyone thinking of doing something 
similar? 

“The people who lead and host it are 
really important. You have to have 
people who are really comfortable 
being with people and inclusive, really 
good welcoming types. 

“The second thing not to tell people 
it’s a 13 week course.’ Culturally that’s 
difficult to ask someone to commit to. 
We just do it a week at a time, telling 
people it is going to run every week, 
and people then stay. The third thing 
was a critical mass issue. 

“If there are a lot of people it’s easier 
for people to come. A lot of people 
from church came and ate and some 



stayed and listened to the talk. There 
were a couple of tables where people 
were eating who weren’t really part of 
the course.” 

Paul and Debbie Copping were 
church members involved in getting to 
know owners of the venues and setting 
up the courses. Paul said: “In the 
Passage to India restaurant we got very 
friendly with the owners and were 
dealing with the Pakistani staff who 
were very interested. We then used the 
Old Manor, a Wetherspoons pub, where 
people cold get a pint and a steak for 
£5.99. 

“We found them very welcoming but 
also happy to have the trade, 
particularly when people aren’t 
spending much. They wanted us to go 
back on a regular basis. People are far 



more relaxed in a commercial 
environment than if you have a meal in 
a private home or a parish hall. In the 
pub people got to know each other 
pretty well and it became a more 
relaxed, buzzy atmosphere. 

“In terms of what we got out of Alpha, 
we have seen people come along who 
may still be church members, but 
afterwards they are more informed, 
more engaged and better connected. 
They are also more committed in a 
spiritual sense because they have 
invested in their search and are more 
serious about what it means to have a 
relationship with God. 

“For many people Alpha is an 
important stage for them. It’s a series of 
really positive experiences in a relatively 
short period of time.“ 
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CORNWALL 



8 Berth 4 bedroom caravan with 
Stunning views over mid 
Cornwall with own Private 
grounds. Set on a small 
holding in rural area. 
From £250 per week . 
DOG welcome. 



www.solesupfront.com/holiday 




GATWICK 

3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



LYNTON DEVON 



A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 

Kingford House 

Silver Award 

Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 



Feature 



When the Arch 

The Diocesan Eucharist at St Mary s, Banbury on the Saturday was the centrepiece of the Archbishop’s four- 









The diocesan rural team gave Dr Williams Sunday lunch . 



Visit to HM1 



During his four-day visit, Dr Williams 
also met community leaders at a dinner 
hosted by Bishop John, blessed the site 
of the new Emmanuel Church at Bure 
Park, Bicester, met a small group of 
people involved in global and local 
mission, and paid a whistle-stop visit to 
Diocesan Church House. Yon can listen 
to all Dr Williams’s sermons and 
addresses through onr website 
www.oxford.anglican.org. Photographs 
are available at www.ktbrncephoto 
graphy.com (go to Gallery/Event/ 
Thumbnails). CDs of pictures from 
events are £10 from 
kt@ktbrncephotography.com. 



Dr Helen Moore and Richard Ovenden show 
Dr Williams around the King James Bible 
exhibition at the Bodleian Library . 



Dr Williams visited Christ Church to speak to ordinands (left) 
and again as guest speaker for 'After Eight' (see page 2). 



Buckinghamshire New 
Ruth Farwell and Dav 
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ibishop came... 





■day visit. 



University hosted by Professors 
id Sines. 



Bishop Alan, the Archbishop, Head Celine Hawkins and the Revd 
David Picken with pupils from All Saints School, High Wycombe. 



Dr Williams spent the Sunday morning meeting members of Emmanuel 
Church (left) and St Edburg’s Church, Bicester. 



The Revd Alison Price (left) and the Revd Judy French at a 
teaching session for clergy at North Oxfordshire Academy. 



Visiting the John Madjeski Academy in Reading to speak on faith and education and later at Reading 
University where Dr Williams spoke on global citizenship. Pics by KT Bruce 




Retreats 



The Fellowship of Meditation 

We practise and teach Christian 
contemplative meditation at ^ ^ 

residential and day courses ^ 

at our centre in Dorchester and at ■■ | 

other retreat centres i n the U K . a 0 ,^^ organisation 

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 
of the Spirit can enter our hearts. 

Our members also gather in local groups. For further details please 
contact: 

The Secretary, The Fellowship of M editation 
8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. 

Tel: (01305) 251396 
E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

UK Reg Charity No: 213323 




-LES 



COTI13 



An elegant house on the bemijbi 
island of Guernsey, u-ith stunning 
views of Perm, Jelhvtt and Sark ' 

For more details visit our website 
vvmHescotfls-com, or 
telephone 01481 727795 



Holidays Abroad 



Vezelay 

Burgundy 

Self-catering in heart 
of medieval village 
Sleeps 2-12 
Tel: 01 865 557454 

ww w.gi tevezel ay.co . uk 



Lanzarohe 

P\sya Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 
Budget Ryan Air 
flights now 
available 

Td 01454260619 

\AAAAAilarratbeuilladiot(DLk 




Our 

L oireValley 

Tranquil riverside village 
house near Saumur 
is available some dates in 
June, July & September 
Simply furnished but with all mod 
cons; fishing from the garden; 
good food, swimming, cycling, 
tennis etc nearby. 

From £250 per week inclusive; 
reductions possible for Clergy etc... 
Sleeps up to 6+. 

Contact on 



Evenings: 01993 813569 or 
Anytime: 07976 438336 
Christine.Zwart@btinternet.com 



To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 



Insurance 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL, SINGLE TRIP 
AND LONG STAY TRAVEL COVER 

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

WE ARE A SPECIALIST TRAVEL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
HELPING PEOPLE OF ALL AGES, ESPECIALLY THE 
RETIRED AGE GROUP SINCE 1996. 

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered 
by a real person. ..not a machine!!! 

Conditions apply 
Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.SA. 



Qtravel 



S5 
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Lifelong learning 



Christian Learning''* 
for Busy People 




MA degree programmes in 

* Theology, imagination arid 

Culture 

* Christian Approaches to 
Leadership 

* Christian Spirituality 

* Christian Liturgy 

rr^rimsTnad^lwr^vli r-LKiftivy irvudide* and 
quirted home uudy. Opr tonal module* open ra alii 
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WINCHESTER 



Sarun 



College 



Visit www.saritmjr.uk 
L. 01772 434827 ■ roursp.^' S3 rLfmjr.uk 



So very often the schools 
we attend when we are 
young can have long 
standing influence over 
the decisions that we 
make later in life. Its one 
of the reasons that 
parents will move home 
to be in the correct 
catchment area for a 
specific state school. 

So very often the schools we attend 
when we are young can have long 
standing influence over the 
decisions that we make later in life. 
Its one of the reasons that parents 
will move home to be in the correct 
catchment area for a specific state 
school. Others will invest in an 
independent school education for 
their children knowing that in most 
cases the smaller class sizes can 
offer a better chance at both 
academic and individual 
development. For some the 
opportunity to attend a choir school 
can really start a direction that will 
be followed throughout life. 

After secondary school there is 
always the choice of University or 
possibly a more practical hands on 
course at an art college or 
somewhere similar and even after a 



degree has been received there is 
always one stage further to go, 
possibly studying for an MA. 

In recent years the concept of 
lifelong learning has taken on a 
greater emphasis. With so many 
changes in the workplace we are all 
learning new procedures on a 
regular basis. 

It brings home the fact that wherever 
we find ourselves on the learning 
curve there is always the opportunity 
to take things further. This could be 
studying for a degree or possibly 
other further education options. 
These are both long term 
commitments that can involve 
working from a new base or in 
certain cases staying rooted firmly at 
home and commuting to college 
when needed. 

For some learning could just be a 
short 'holiday 1 course. It's amazing 
just how many of us long to study as 
a pastime whether its language or 
some other subject that fascinates us. 
There is a wealth of opportunities in 
our local colleges of further 
education with more specialised 
subjects available further afield. 

For some subjects you might even 
be able to book into a spring course 
but in most cases it is already time 
to be looking towards planning for a 
September start. 



RE Matters Conference 7 July 

How big is your vision for reaching children? 

At RE inspired we atm to 
engage with every child, in 
every local school, every 
year so they can find out 
from ordinary Christians 
what Christians believe. 

Join us and others working 
with schools for a day confer- 
ence equipping you and your 
church with practical skills and 
with our proven approach to 
supporting local schools 
through RE & assemblies. Pu “ he[J by BRF Bl — 

Thursday 7th July 10am-4pm 

St Nicolas Church, Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley, Reading 
£30 per person including lunch, refreshments, a 
copy of the book and sample resources. 

To book your place calf us on 0118 9663929 or 
email Lraining@reinspired.org.uk or visit 
www.neinspired.org.uk 

“Schools want the sort of partnership 6s 
involvement that KEinspired has offered 
so brilliantly in Reading 1 ’ 

The Right Revd Stephen Cottrell 

Bishop of Chelmsford 



Churches Tugdhur In Eariuy nnd East Reading Schoaly Prajuet 

Registered Charity No 1109291 

To Advertise in The Door please call 

01752 225623 





Radley College is an independent 
boarding school for boys aged 1 3 to 
18. 

The Foundation Award at 1 1 +, 

1 3+ and 16+ are for boys currently 
in state education with academic 
potential and interest in music, art, 
drama or sport. 

The award provides financial 
support of up to 1 00% of full fees 
for two initial years at preparatory 
school and then for a further five 
years at Radley. M 

Entry is through assessment in 
English and Maths on 3 December 
2011. Application^ cfdse on 1 
November 201 1, Sample papers are 
on the website. 



Radley 

College 



FOUNDATION 
AWARDS AT 
I1+, 13+ AND 16+ 



For details: The Registrar, 

Radley College, Abirfgdon OXI4 2 HR 
Tel: 01 235 543174 






(for boys aged 3-6) 



New College Choir 
Chorister Open Day 



Saturday 1 1 June at 4 pm 



Games - music - information - tea - films - 
dress up - sing with the choristers 



For more information please contact 

e dwa rd. h igginho ( l am § new. ox.ac. uk 

or phone 01865 279519 

www.newcollegechoir.com 
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The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in June 2011. 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 3 June. 



THURSDAY 2 JUNE 



BOARSTALL: David Stirling Golf Day, in 
memory of David, at Magnolia Park Golf 
and Country Club. Further details from 
01844 237185. 

FRIDAY 3 JUNE 



OXFORD: Mendelssohn’s oratorio St Paul 
performed by East Oxford Community 
choir and Ensemble Vocal Interlude from 
Grenoble at 7.30pm. Tickets from 01 865 
305305 or 

www.oxfordplayhouse.com/ticketsoxford 

SATURDAY 4 JUNE 



HUGHENDEN:A flower festival ‘Carnival 
of Animals’ at St Michael and All Angels 
from 1 2 noon to 6pm today and 1 2.30pm 
to 5.3pm tomorrow. Details 01 494 
563470. 

BECKLEY: Oxford and District Organists 
Association are holding a workshop for 
reluctant organists at the Parish Church 
from 2.30pm - 4.30pm. Fee £15. Details 
from corinna.redman@btinternet.com 

WEST WOODHAY: Garden show at West 
Woodhay House today and tomorrow 
from 1 0am - 6pm. Details 
westwoodhaygardenshow.co.uk 

SUNDAY 5 JUNE 



FLAUNDEN: Enjoy walking in the 
countryside near Chesham and stop for a 
delicious church tea at St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Flaunden Hill HP3 
from 3pm - 5pm every Sunday and Bank 
Holidays. 

DROPMORE: St Annes Church will be 
holding weekly cream teas every Sunday 
from 3pm - 5pm. 

GREAT MISSENDEN: St Peter and St 
Paul Parish Church are holding cream 
teas every Sunday from 3pm - 5pm. 
Details www.missendenchurch.org.uk 

WEDNESDAY 8 JUNE 



OXFORD: Lecture by Melvyn Bragg on 
his new book at 6pm at University Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, www.university- 
church.ox.ac.uk 



Coffee in the Priory Room at 1 0.1 5am. 
Talk from Dr Andrew Gosler ‘Because the 
Holy Ghost over the bent World broods 
with warm breast and with ah! Bright 
wings’. 

SATURDAY 11 JUNE 



MILTON KEYNES: Harp concert at St 
George the Martyr, Wolverton at 7.30pm. 
Details 01 908 262250. 

CROWMARSH GIFFORD: Flower festival 
on at St Mary Magdalene from 1 Oam- 
6pm today and 1 2.30pm - 6pm 
tomorrow. Details 07770 930756. 

BECKLEY: A cello and piano recital at St 
Mary’s Church at 7.30pm. Details 01 865 
351270. 

ALDWORTH: Flower festival ‘Bible 
stories’ at St Mary’s Church from 1 1 am to 
5pm today and tomorrow. Details 01 635 
578791. 

TUESDAY 14 JUNE 



OXFORD: Council of Faiths friendship 
walk at 6.30pm from Oxford Synagogue. 
Details 01 865 557947. 

S PELS BURY: Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust Church and Garden visit 
from All Saints Church at 1 1 am. Details 
01993 824196. 

WEDNESDAY 15 JUNE 



OXFORD: Council of Christians and Jews 
- Vicars and Rabbis quiz challenge at 
7.30pm at Friends’ Meeting House, St 
Giles. Details 01 865 343309. 

THURSDAY 16 JUNE 



DORCHESTER ABBEY: Lecture by Lord 
Stern ‘Building a low-carbon world: the 
sixth industrial revolution’ at 7.30pm. 
Tickets from 01 865 341 066. 

FRIDAY 17 JUNE 



ABINGDON: St Ethelwold’s House ‘The 
Truth will set you free - Jesus through the 
eyes of the East’ led by Brother Martin (an 
Indian monk at Shantivanam Ashram. 
Details 01 235 555486 or 
www.ethelwoldhouse.org.uk 



including wine. Buy at the door or phone 
020 8693 1051. 
www.ioniansingers.co.uk 

HEADINGTON QUARRY: Summer 
concert at Holy Trinity Church at 7.30pm. 
Music and the life of C S Lewis. Free 
entrance. 

BANBURY: Mining the Treasures of the 
Bible’ study day with Canon Trevor 
Dennis. Email for details 
achall@globalnet.co.uk 

SUNDAY 19 JUNE 



LOWER BASILDON: St Bartholomew’s 
Church 3pm - 5pm. Tea and cakes 
celebration followed by Evensong. 

TUESDAY 21 JUNE 



MILTON KEYNES: Godspell’ 
performance at MADCAP Theatre, 
Wolverton until 24 June. Tickets from 
01908 262250. 

THURSDAY 23 JUNE 



HAMBLEDEN: Church choir will sing 
Haydn’s Little Organ Mass at 7.30pm. 
Details 01 494 883112. 

FRIDAY 24 JUNE 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley - healing service with laying on of 
hands and anointing at Holy Communion 
at 10.15am. Details 01 491 571231. 

SATURDAY 25 JUNE 



DORCHESTER ABBEY: Concert by 
Oxford Villages Choir ‘Rutter Requieum’ 
in aid of Helen and Douglas House at 
7.1 5pm. If you want to sing then register 
at village hall at 1 0.30am. Details 01491 
613152. 

KING HAM: Community fun day at 
Kingham Hill School from 1 2 noon - 9pm. 
Details www.kinghamhill.oxon. 
sch.uk 

COTTISFORD: St Mary’s Church flower 
festival in celebration of the King James 
Bible 400th anniversary. Free admission. 

SUNDAY 26 JUNE 



THURSDAY 9 JUNE 



FARINGDON: The Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust Church Monuments Tour 
begins from the old church . Details 
01235 868131. 

OXFORD: The Retired Clergy Association 
meeting at Christ Church Cathedral. 



SATURDAY 18 JUNE 



DOUAI ABBEY (Nr Reading): Berkshire 
Vocations Fellowship Quiet Day from 
1 0am - 3.30pm. Details 
sue.foley@oxford.anglican.org 

DORCHESTER ABBEY: Concert by the 
Ionian Singers. Tickets £1 2 (students £6) 



GREAT HAS E LEY: Evensong at St 
Peter’s at 3.30pm sung by Magdalen 
College choir to commemorate the work 
of John Harding. Details 
toby.garfitt@magd.ox.ac.uk 

STONE: Gardens open day from 2pm - 
5pm. Church open for teas. 



Courses & special events 



INTRODUCTION TO PREACHING: 

Saturday 4 June at St James Church 
Centre, Woodley RG5 3LH from 1 0am - 
4pm. The course is for those who are 
beginning to preach as Authorised 
Preachers. It gives useful advice on 
preaching and provides an introduction to 
the theology of preaching. Cost £1 8. 
Details and booking form from 
sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 

MEND THE GAP: A day for anyone and 
everyone interested in starting, 
developing or sustaining work and 
ministry with the younger generations. 
Saturday 1 8 June at The King’s Centre, 
Oxford from 1 0am - 3.30pm. For details 
and to book your place email 
carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org or 
01865 208257. 

INTRODUCTION TO SPIRITUALITY: 

Saturday 1 8 June at st James Church 



Centre, Woodley RG5 3LH from 1 0am - 
4pm. This course explores different 
approaches to prayer. Details and 
booking form from 

sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 

CAP MONEY COURSES: Free 
budgeting courses by Christians Against 
Poverty. In Oxford on 9, 1 6 and 23 June 
and in Wheatley on 28 June and 1 2 July. 
Details and registration form from 
www.capmoney.org or email 
jecapmoney@gmail.com 

DAYS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR 
WOMEN AT HIGHMOOR HALL: 

Thursday 30 June with Annie Hughes - a 
health care chaplain, working with 
patients and encouraging doctors to 
recognise spiritual needs. Details 
01 491 641 1 1 2 or amandaconnected 
@yahoo.com 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 

1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
(Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to 
pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind 
and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 





Information Event 

Wednesday 1st June 201 1 

6.30pm - 3.00pm 



Contact 

01 90S 572700 
enquirics@sfcs.org.uk 

Venue 

St Francis' Children's Soclecy 
Collis Hou*c 

HS Nt'wpH.it I, ft md 
WaateECjfk! 

Milton Keynes MKI5 0AA 



St Francis' 

CHILDREN’S 

SOCIETY 

www.sfcs.org.uk 
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Children 
need families 

Can we help you build your 
family through adoption? 



Thinking about adoption? 



Places to visit 
& Things To do - 
Pages 14/ 15 




“Hi Autosave. 



how can I help you?” 



Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Part exchange welcome 
Finance available 






For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 
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Great Days ahead this 



fcDoorJUNE 2011 

summertime! 



The year has got off to a great start, with a brilliant Eastertime followed by the 
Royal Wedding. For many April offered an early break and a time for communities 
to get together with street parties and much more. The summertime looks 
promising too with all sorts of opportunities with places to visit and things to do. 



Fishguard International 

Music Festival IFWkMVnr JJhm I i r .i I i I Jir 



The Festival celebrates its 
42nd year in 2011 

Music and events in Fishguard Goodwick, St. Davids 
Cathedral , Rhos-y-Gilwen Mansion and Newport 



This prestigious West Wales International Music 
Festival provides Choral, Orchestral and Chamber 
Music in beautiful venues in and around Fishguard. 

Artists include: 

Orchestra of Welsh National Opera, conductor 
- Owain Arwel Hughes, Peter Donohoe, St. 
Petersburg String Quartet, Sir Richard Rodney 
Bennett and Claire Martin, Tuxedo Jazz Orchestra 
with Tony Jacobs and Catherine Sykes, 

John S. Davies Singers, 

Orchestra of the Swan with Julian Lloyd Webber 
and Jiaxin Cheng (‘cellos) and David Curtis, Frith 
Piano Quartet, Richard Jenkinson (CBSO), Richard 
Parry, National Youth Choir of Wales, Young 
Musicians’ Platforms, Rodolpho Bonucci and 
Dorothy Singh and more.... 



July 22nd - July 30th Brochure - May 2011 

Box Office 01348 875538 (mid June) 
Enquiries: 01348 891345 
( Alan Caunce Artistic Director ) 

01348 891226 ( Chairman ) 

w w w.fishguar dmusicf estival .co .uk 



Gwyl Gerdd Rfngwladol AbergWatln 2011 
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Pembrokeshire 




01437 720199 



The building dates 
back from 12th century 
and the ceilings are of 
special interest. 

■ DAILY SERVICES 

■ BOOKSHOP 

■ CONCERTS 

■ GUIDED TOURS 

■ DISABLED ACCESS 



www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk 



PENINSULA 
YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

from California, USA 

OXFORD TOWN HALL 
MONDAY, 20TH JUNE - 7.30 PM 

The senior-high PYO, under the direction of Mitchell 
Sardou Klein, has toured extensively and received 
the prestigious 2000 ASCAP Award for Adventurous 
Programming of American Music on Foreign Tour for 
their Japan Tour. PYO was named Showcase 
Orchestra at the Australian International Music 
Festival held at the Sydney Opera House in 2001 , 
toured Northern Italy in 2003, and in 2005 performed 
concerts in Southern France and Spain. During 
2007, in conjunction with PYO's 10th anniversary 
celebration, the orchestra toured Eastern Europe, 
performing in world-famous Dvorak Hall and Liszt 
Academy. Most recently PYO performed in Paris, 
Normandy, Bruges and Amsterdam during its 
summer 2009 tour. 

June will see the Orchestra’s first tour to England 
where 80 talented young musicians will be 
performing concerts at Cheltenham Town Hall, 

Oxford Town Hall and St Sepulchre Without Newgate 
in London. 

Tonight's concert features works by Beethoven, 
Vaughan-Williams, Nicolai, Holst, and the European 
premier of American composer Ron Miller's latest 
commissioned work, Gears. 

Ticket Prices: £8 / £4 concessions 

For more information on tickets 
please contact Oxford Town Hall 



Oxford Town Hall plays host to the Peninsula Youth Orchestra from California 
as a part of the choirs first visit to the UK. The 80 strong orchestra will be 
performing pieces by Beethoven, Vaughan-Williams, Holst and includes the 
European premier of a commissioned piece by Ron Miller. Tickets from 
01865 252351. 

Thoughout the country there are events to celebrate the 400th anniversary of 
the King James Bible. 

St Aldates Church in Oxford is the venue for a Celebration of the KJV on 
13th July. Organised by Wycliffe Hall, the key speakers at the event include 
Eddie Arthur of Wycliffe Bible Translators, Chris Neal of the CMS, Jonathan 
Lamb from the Langham Partnesrship, and Krish Kandiah from the 
Evangelical Alliance. Representing Wycliffe Hall itself are Richard Turnbull, 
Peter Walker and Benno van den Toren. Booking for the event is essential, 
telephone 01865 284876 to avoid disappointment. 

The well respected Creation Theatre continue their production of Tales from 
King James at St Barnabas Church, Jericho until 11th June. Colourful. 
Condensed. Quirky is how the company have described the production. A 
boat big enough for every animal, a sea parted in two and a man swallowed 
by a whale... just some of the extraordinary tales you’ll see burst into life with 
energy, comedy and insight. Director: Helen Tennison, actors: Raewyn 
Lippert, Tom Peters, creative producer: David Parrish. Creation is delighted 
to be performing Tales from King James at St Barnabas Church, a venue 
new to the company. This beautiful Italian renaissance style church was built 
in 1868/9. Situated in the heart of Jericho, it’s landmark tower overlooks the 
Jericho boatyard and the Oxford Canal. If you haven't already seen the 
production then now is the time to secure your tickets. 

The Lambeth Palace Library in London is currently holding one such 
exhibition and is open until 29th July. 'Out of the Original Sacred Tongues' 
The Bible and translation is on show at the Great Hall. You can visit from 
Wednesdays to Friday's between 11am to 4pm (also Saturdays from July) 
pre-booking is essential. Visit the website on www.lambethpalacelibrary.org 
or telephone 0871 230 1107. 

There are plenty of other places to visit and things to do both near to home 
and further afield. 

Cathedrals everywhere have entertained pilgrims and travellers for centuries, 
their history and beauty continue to attract thousands through their doors 
year after year. Not so far away, Rochester Cathedral has a wealth of history 
dating back 1 ,400 years! Whilst individuals are welcome to visit free of 
charge the cathedral has all sorts of packages available for larger groups 
including a Pilgrimage package, which offers personal welcome to your group 
by the Canon in residence, the reflective audio tour, cream tea and you can 
join in the Eucharist or Evensong depending on your choice of time and day. 
Also on offer are bespoke tours tailored to your needs, from Benedictine 
monasticism to Norman architecture, graffiti to memorials and textiles. The 



The Power of the Word 

Wednesday 13 July 
St Aldates Church, Oxford 

celebrating 400 years of the 
King James Bible 

Key Speakers: 

Jonathan Lamb (Langham Partnership) 
Krish Kandiah (Evangelical Alliance) 
Richard Turnbull, Peter Walker, Benno 
van den Turen (Wycliffe Hall, Oxford) 
Eddie Arthur (Wycliffe Bible Translators) 
Chris iMeal (Church Mission Society) 

Booking is essential 

www . wydiFfc, ox . ac. uk 
Ulttbb 
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Guild of Embroiderers welcomes visitors, though these times are limited. 

Just ask and we will book a tour to suit the interests of your group. Whilst 
you are there you might consider refreshments in the Tea Rooms - located in 
the 18th century Deanery . The Gardens - one of Rochester’s best-kept 
secrets with its majestic Magnolia Grandiflora and view across what was 
originally the monastic herb garden. In this area visitors can now see the 
newly restored section of the Roman Wall, dating from c200AD, that once 
surrounded the Roman City of Durobrivae and was incorporated in the later 
buildings of the Monastery. Although only yards from busy Rochester High 
Street, the peace and tranquillity of the garden provides a sanctuary for wild 
birds, squirrels and foxes, and, weather permitting, visitors to the Tea Rooms. 
Next month sees the return of the Fishguard International Music Festival, 
now in it's 42nd year. Running for just over a week, the festival can be a 
destination itself or as a place to visit as a part of a holiday in Wales 
including a visit to the 12th century St David's Cathedral. Running from 22nd 
to 30th July artist appearing include, West National Opera, St Petersburg 
String Quartet, Sir Richard Rodney Bennett and Claire Martin. Julian Lloyd 
Webber appears with the Orchestra of the Swan and Jiaxin Cheng. A host of 
venues throughout Fishguard and beyond have helped to establish this 
important and long lived event. 
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ut of the Original Sacred Tongues’ 
be Bible and Translation 

Exhibition in the Great Hall of Lambeth Palace 
celebrating the 400th anniversary of the 
King James Version 



25 May-29 July 2011 

T 1 .DO-1 G.0D Wednesdays to Fridays (and Saturdays m July) 
Admission by pre-booking only 
Visit iiVivw.lijmbethpalacelflirany.oiq 
or call 0871 230 1107 

Great Mall, Lambeth Palace Library, London SEI 7111 
■©■ Westminster, Wateikm VanxbalL Lambeth North 



DISCOVER 



www.rochestercathedraLorg 
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Alleluia - all hail to the One who is 



By Joan van Emden 

I n the introduction to For all that has 
been, thanks, Joan Chittister, an 
American Benedictine nun, 
translates ‘Alleluia’ as ‘All hail to the 
One who is’, and describes it as the basis 
of contemplation and the ‘arch-hymn of 
praise’. 

In her book, written with Archbishop 
Rowan Williams, we are called to say 
alleluia not just for the obvious: faith, 
wealth, saints, but for their opposites: 
doubt, poverty, sinners, all that we would 
not readily praise God for. Each short 
essay considers one aspect of life for 
which we should say ‘alleluia’, and 
therein lies a problem: there are 23 
reflections. Can we really learn 
something new and striking about our 
response to doubt in six pages? 

It’s an uneven book. There are some 
attractive insights: ‘the purpose of 
wealth is reckless generosity’ and 
‘complacency in untested faith [that] 
leaves us vulnerable’. But there are also 
more questionable moments: ‘poverty 
brings with it a spiritual vision’, Joan 
Chittister writes. Does it? Always? ‘When 
we see trouble coming, that is not 
darkness’, she declares. 

Unsurprisingly, she does not mention 
the paralysing darkness of a depression 
that the sufferer sees approaching but 
can do nothing to stop. British readers 
may sympathise with her obvious dislike 
of George W Bush, but may still be taken 
aback by her comments. During his 
terms of office, did Americans generally 
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spend endless time stretching their own 
souls in an attempt to tell the difference 
between genuine conviction and bitter 
criticism? Perhaps. 

Then there are three longer 
reflections, all by Rowan Williams, that 
seem to come from a different book. 
Genesis considers how we become who 
we are, emphasising themes of exile and 
covenant, and Exodus asks why, when we 
are given freedom, we fail to cope with 
it. Both are challenging. My favourite 
reflection is Friday, which begins with a 
light-hearted look at the Jewish-Christian 
gift to the world of weekends, and 
moves, by way of a helpful comment on 
the exhaustion we feel after the Three 
Hours devotion on Good Friday, to an 
awe-inspiring description of the 
humanity and divinity of Our Lord - an 
attempt to describe the indescribable. 

‘As a human being, he [Jesus] has 
walked into the fire of God’s presence 
and lived. As a divine being, he has 
walked into the fire of human violence 
and untruth and lived. On Good Friday, 
these two fires meet, indistinguishable, 
on the cross.’ Alleluia indeed. 

Joan van Emden is a lay member of the Ministry 
Team at Christ Church, Reading. 



Arts 

The Making of the King James Bible 

THE only surviving copy of the 1602 Bishops’ 

Bible - one of 40 sent out to translators is just 
one of the original materials on display in a 
unique exhibition at Oxford’s Bodleian 
Library. 

Manifold Greatness: Oxford and the Making of 
the King James Bible sheds new light on the 
creation of the KJV. It includes Anne Boleyn’s 
velvet bound 1534 copy of William Tyndale’s 
English Translation of the New Testament. 

Anne showed considerable courage in receiving 
this politically charged edition which had been 
banned by Henry VIII but resonated with her 
own Protestant sympathies. Two years later her 
husband executed her and was complicit in 
Tyndale’s arrest and death. 

There is also a rare copy of the Wicked Bible 
of 1631 which omits ‘not’ in the seventh 
commandment, thus reading ‘Thou shalt 
commit adultery’. The error put the printer out 
of business and he died in debtors’ prison. 

The idea for a new English version of the 
bible was an Oxford idea. It was presented to King James 1 in 1604 at the 
Hampton Court Conference by John Rainolds, president of Corpus Christi 
College. The Bodleian Library was established in 1602 by Sir Thomas Bodley, a 
mere two years before the translators began their work. It held manuscripts 
consulted by the translating committee and five of the Oxford translators were 
readers in the library. 

The exhibition, which celebrates the 400th anniversary of the KJV, runs in the 
exhibition centre at the Bodleian Library, Old Schools Quad, Catte Street, 

Oxford, Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 4.30pm and Sunday, 

11am to 5pm. For more information see www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk. 

Competition Winners 

The following were winners of the competition that appeared in May’s Door: Marion Harris 
from Cookham; Vicky Clayton from Slough and Alexandra Green from Abingdon. They have 
all won a copy of ‘Pocket Prayers for Pilgrims’ by the Bishop of Oxford. 




Henry Savile, Bible translator. Bodleian 
Library. 
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The 

Door 
& more 

The Door is just one of six 
Anglican newspapers published by 
Cornerstone Vision. 

The respected papers are eagerly 
awaited at churches throughout the 
dioceses. 

With churches as far and wide as 
Dorset and Essex, Portsmouth and 
Oxford, they reach tens of 
thousands of readers every month 
with a combined print run of over 
140,000. 

Regularly carrying advertising for 
Christian organisations, charities, 
local shops, holiday providers and 
much more they could provide a 
great vehicle for your goods or 
services. 

Advertise in just one paper or 
across the group, we’ve got a deal 
that would work for you. 
Contact the Cornerstone team on 
01 752 225623 to see how we can 
help. 




For ail your business needs 



Cornerstone Vision 
publishes this 
Diocesan newspaper. 

We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK 
with excellent design 
and print services 

To receive the latest 
Cornerstone Vision media 
pack or discuss advertising 
in any of the titles, give Ian 
Pilkington or Roy Perring a 
call on 01752 225623 

• Business Stationery 
• Brochures • Websites 
• Leaflets 

For a competitive quote and 
great customer service 
Call us today on: 

Tel: 01752 223623 

service@cornerstonevision.com 



Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 




Addiction 

Counselling 

Training 

School 



Gilead Foundations Addiction Counselling 
Training School atRisdon Farm, 

J acobstowe, near Okehampton offers the 
following Diploma programme covering 
Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(17 courses) 

280 hours: £530 
Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of J esus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis 
Process Relapse Prevention programme with 
our clients. This training and the Genesis 
tools are used throughout the programme at 
Gilead: £318 We also have a correspondence 
course on counselling by J ay Adams: £954 



SPECIAL OFFER 

Gilead Foundations is offering a limited number of scholarship places to suitable candidates who would like to 
study at ACTS. Don't lose out, sign up NOW 
The details: 

• Training period: approx 12 months 

• Accommodation: Accommodation at Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm will be free. If you are eligible for 

housing benefit, Gilead Foundations will be claiming for this. Food will be 
supplied in the community dining room, free of charge. 

• Typical week: 5 days training (2 days in the classroom and 3 days practical at the rehabilitation centre), 1 day 
off, plus all trainees would be expected to be at the Gilead church on Sunday morning. 

• Codes of practice: Trainees must agree to abide by a code of practice (a copy is available on application). 

• Study materials: All study material will be paid for by Gilead Foundations 

If you, or someone you know would like more information about ACTS or would 
like to make an application, please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 

Fax: 01837 851520, laura.alm@gilead.org.uk, www.gilead.org.uk 




$ 1 * 7^225623 



THE SON is a bright, newsy and uncompromising tabloid newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back at the centre of society. 



Written and presented in an easy to read style, based on the UK's 
biggest circulation newspapers, THE SON is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as well. 



The current edition of THE SON includes stories on Justin Bieber, 
Katie Piper, Martin Sheen, Sir Anthony Hopkins and many more. 
It's an ideal tool for outreach. 



Why not use THE SON to reach your community? 



OUT NOW! 

Ihe Spring Issue 
of The So/iH 
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Testimonies... 



A t C ross Rhythms we haven't, in feet we're dotting our 
efforts to reach a younger generation. But we need you, 
the parents and cyandparentsy to push with us to reach 
and rescue our children's generation. 

We all know the scripture in Malachi that the Spirit of Elijah will ‘turn the 
hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse’. It is vital 
for our nation’s future that there is a greater turning of the hearts of the 
old to the young and the young to the old, and it is incumbent upon the 
older generation to take that lead. 

Cross Rhythms is a ministry that since 1983 has been reaching today’s 
younger generation and the people of our cities through media. And let’s 
face it, if you want to reach young people, where will you find them? Only a 
small proportion can be found hanging around our churches, but the vast 
majority are immersed in today’s media - building their lives, fixing their 
values and shaping their identities through online communities, website 
imagery, music idols, movie icons, mobile interaction, video footage, radio 
personalities... Yep, if you want to find today’s youth, you will find them in 
today’s media culture - just where Cross Rhythms has taken it’s stand! 



“I have been checking xrhythms whilst driving around Stoke. Now 
don’t get all enthusiastic here, but I think the quality of the 
shows/tunes is pretty good - as for the message I have to say I’m 
a floating voter - however I am also the owner of a local live 
music venue and would be willing to put together a show to help 
raise funds for the station. You must be doing something cool as it’s 
the first time I’ve taken any notice - good luck with the station.” 

Buff, 2002 



“I am neither a Christian nor a member of any other religion...! 



By Jon Bellamy CEO of Cross Rhythms 

pornography, self harm, addictions, eating disorders and offering teaching, 
testimonies and prayer. The site is reaching more than 800,000 unique 
users a year, 70% of whom are under 35. 

In addition, our model of FM community radio has proved a great 
success with Ofcom and local communities: engaging with everyday 
issues and serving local communities at all levels, practically, emotionally 
and spiritually. Its success has enabled four such stations to gain FM 
licences, and our goal is to see 10 such stations across the nation. 

We are truly fulfilling our positioning statement to, 

'Impact Youth and the Wider Community For Good Through 
FM Radio, Contemporary Christian Music and a Globally 
Influential Website'. 

Building on all this, from January 2011 we started a brand new five year 
licence awarded to continue reaching the people of Stoke-on-Trent on 
FM radio until at least December 2015! 




Originally born out of a prophetic word given 
to Cross Rhythms Founder Chris Cole to 
'reach millions for Christ through 

media’, after 27 tried and tested years 
Cross Rhythms has grown from just a 
half hour radio show to three full 
time FM radio stations in UK cities. 

Youth programmes are syndicated 
to more than 50 stations 
worldwide and our youth 
engaging website is one of the 
busiest in the UK, tackling 
issues such as 



How you can help... 



I want to reach the youth of our nation 
through Cross Rhythms 

D I would like to give a one off gift of £ 

D I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ' Cross 
Rhythms ’ ) 

□ Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO 
as a one off gift 

Card number □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Issue number Expiry date DODD 

D Please send me information on becoming a regular 
supporter of Cross Rhythms 
D Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list 

Name: 

Add ress: 



Postcode:_ 

E-mail: 



Tel: 



A LiV c rtwtY troiJ.ntyTflmi cd uJ 



Please cut out this form and post it to: 

Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110, 

Stoke-on-Trent, ST I IXR. 

Alternatively you can call 01782 251000 to make a donation 
or go to www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations 



HE 
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It is amazing when we look back to see how far God has brought us, what 
he has established through us, and to be encouraged to go further still! 

We have just launched Cross Rhythms radio so it can be heard on 
mobiles and smartphones; we re-launched ourTwitter and Facebook 
interaction to great effect; and we are developing brand new youth 
programming with Chip K and Shell Perris - role models to a younger 
generation. 



We are also setting up a media training academy to raise up the next 
generation of Christian media voices and we are in discussion with several 
groups for possible stations in their cities, including one for Bethlehem! 




facebook 



To achieve our vision will require experience, perseverance and 
boldness. All these we have. 

To achieve our vision will also require expansion, epowth, 
increased manpower and added resource. 

As you read just some of the testimonies from the last 8 years of FM 
broadcasting, imagine this being repeated and multiplied time after time 
all across the UK in the coming years. With your support it can. 

C ross Rhythms is much more than a team of 9 employees 4 
trustees and 30 volunteers. It is a team of hundreds of partners 

all giving where they are called to give and standing together to see the 
same vision come forth in our nation today. 



Today we are looking for many more parents and grandparents to join us 



to reach our children’s generation through media. We are asking you, 
would you join our growing army of partners, who are just as vital a 
member of the Cross Rhythms team as myself and Heather, Tony & 




approach religion with a high degree of cynicism. In the case of 
Cross Rhythms I am entirely happy to say that such cynicism is 
entirely unfounded. I believe your radio station has played an 
important role in entertaining local people and also in countering 
the needlessly negative messages of other local media.You have 
injected positive criticality into many civic debates and have held 
myself and other local politicians to account in a way that has 
enabled us to explain ourselves rather than sought merely to trick 
us into sound bites.” 

Mike Wolfe - Elected Mayor of Stoke-on-Trent, 2004 

“I can speak from experience of both listening to and from the 
perspective of Staffordshire Police contributing to regular features 
on Cross Rhythms. The radio station undoubtedly promotes unity 
and highlights the valuable work that is being done within 
communities.” 

John Wood - Chief Superintendent, 2004 

“Hi Shell ! I downloaded your podcast on self harm after my friend 
sent it to me thinking it might help me. I have self harmed for 9 
months. I have good times and bad times. I have been trying to tell 
someone. I listened to your podcast nightly for the last few nights. 
Although I’m not a Christian, it really helped me. I booked with the 
nurse to see the counsellor again and told her. It feels so much 
better. Thank you so much you have helped me heaps.” 

N, 2009 

“Hi Chris, I have some exciting news. Me and Ben have been 
speaking to a girl who’s gotten pregnant and the guy doesn’t want 
to know her anymore (she isn’t a Christian). Well today she said 
she heard the Policeman story on Cross Rhythms last night and 
she gave her life to God!!!! Sooo excited.” 

V - Stoke-on-Trent, 2009 

“ This time last year, I was only a couple of months on from the 
overdose I had taken. The night before my 24th birthday, the night 
we spoke on the phone, I was in such a dark place still, that I was 
seriously contemplating trying again and doing a better job. I didn’t 
feel I had any rope to hold on to and it was all pretty bleak. I want 
you to know that the very fact that someone was on the end of a 
phone, that night, and willing to talk with me, and pray, and not 
make me feel like an outcast or a freak was a lifesaving piece of 
rope. It gave me the rope I needed to hold on to, to make it 
through that night. Without doing something that would have been 
unwise. It was you displaying the kindness and love that made me 
see Jesus.” 

Helen - 2009 
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5 Days 4 Nights Tromso — Kirkenes — Tromso 

ARCTIC 

HIGHLIGHTS 



DAY 1 - 

Fly direct to Tromso from Gatwick or Manchester where you will be transferred to the ship. 

DAY 2- 

Enjoy a voyage stopping off briefly at Hammerfest and on to Honningsvag, a small port that is the gateway to the wonders of 
the spectacular North Cape. This evening, as you approach Kjollefjord you will pass a rock formation considered sacred by 
the indigenous Sami people which is now the site of an impressive light show, Finnkjerka. 

DAY 3- 

A voyage, passing North Cape and on to Kirkenes. A range of optional excusions are available before sailing south again. 

DAY 4- 

Hammerfest and Tromso. First stop is seen as Norway's Polar capital. The Meridian Column commemorates the first precise 
measurement of the globe. Then its back to Tromso in the evening and the end of the voyage. 

DAY 5- 

After breakfast in your hotel there's time to spend the morning in Tromso where a choice of winter excursions are available 
before you are transferred to the airport for your return flight. 

Both 5 and 6 day itinerary are available. For full details or brochure telephone. 

Prices are based on two people travelling together sharing a twin cabin/room. Your holiday price includes: return economy 
flights from London Gatwick including current taxes and charges, voyage in a twin cabin including half board. I night at a 
centrally located hotel in Tromso including breakfast, transfers as applicable. 



25th January 


£995 


1 st February 


£995 


3rd February 


£1015 


8th February 


£1015 


15th February 


£1015 


17th February 


£1015 


20th February 


£1015 


25th February 


£1005 


3rd March 


£995 


Single supplement 


£165 



For more information and for bookings, please contact us on 

FREEPHONE PfTTER aaoRa 

0800048 1055 twavel 



From £895p|rf 



including flights & fuel supplement 
PLUS £50 ON BOARD CREDIT PER CABIN 

Based on an unspecified twin cabin, on half board basis and one or two nights at a centrally 
located hotel in Tromso. 



Arctic Highlights Itinerary 



The Arctic Highlights voyage spends its entirety within the Arctic 
Circle giving you not only the best opportunity to see the Northern 
Lights but also the chance to take part in some fantastic winter 
excursions to areas of frozen land that are seldom seen by tourists. 



5 Day itinerary 2012 

Prices based on inside cabin 



30th January £895 

6th February £915 

13th February £915 

23rd February £915 

I st March £895 

Single supplement £125 



6 D ay intinerary 

prices based on inside cabin 
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Comment 

by John Pritchard 

Schools on a mission 

T here’s nothing like education to 
stir people’s passion. I hit that 
button recently with comments on 
admissions to church schools. We have 
long said that church schools are central 
to the mission of the Church. I want to 
work that out in practice rather than in 
rhetoric. I believe church schools have 
something very special to offer to the 
whole community, something too good 
to keep to ourselves. 

We have to maintain a balance 
between being distinctively Christian 
and also inclusive of the communities 
we serve. I think Christian 
distinctiveness lies mainly in the 
influence of the headteacher, the staff, 
the governors and the clergy. So what 
proportion of children from Christian 
homes will also be needed to maintain 
that distinctiveness? I have a hunch 
about that but it’s up to the school 
governors to decide. 

On the other hand, Archbishop 
William Temple said that the Church is 
the only society that exists for the sake 
of those who are not its members. This, 
then, is the call to be inclusive. It means 
we can take the Christian story to those 
who otherwise wouldn’t hear it or see it 
lived out. There is a further question 
and that is: what responsibility to 
children from Christian families does 
the school have? Here the Church of 
England has taken a different route 
from, say, the Roman Catholics. For 
them, the key role of the church school 
is the Christian nurture of their own 
children. 

The C of E has said for 200 years that 
church schools are for the local 
community, particularly for the poor. 
Clearly they do have a responsibility to 
church families but the task of nurture 
rests mainly with the congregation. 

Eighty per cent of the population has 
no regular contact with the church so 
what an opportunity we have in our 
schools! At this crucial time in 
educational reform we need to be clear 
what church schools are for, and, I 
believe, to be recalled to our core values 
as a Church with a mission to the 
nation. I haven’t even mentioned 
academies and free schools, the crisis in 
RE, the Higher Education fees issue and 
more. As ever, it’s education, education, 
education. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is the Bishop of Oxford 
and Chair of the National Society of Church Schools. 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 

u You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you” Actsl:8 

P entecost, which this year falls on 12 
June, marked the Jewish feast of 
Weeks. Originally it was an 
agricultural festival, but later it became 
associated with the giving of the Law on 
Sinai. This took place, according to 
tradition, fifty days after the original 
Passover. Thus it was that fifty days after 
the resurrection of Jesus, which occurred 
at the Passover, the disciples were 
gathered in their ‘upper room’ for the 
feast of Pentecost. 

As they did, various dramatic 
phenomena occurred - the ‘rush of a 
violent wind’ which blew through the 
house, and the appearance of ‘tongues 
of fire’, which rested on each apostle. 
They then found themselves speaking in 
‘other tongues’, actual, recognisable 
languages, which enabled them to go 
outside and preach to people from 
many different countries, each of whom 
could hear their message in their own 
languages. 

Peter took the lead, and Luke gives us 
in Acts the substance of his speech. Not 
surprisingly, its main theme was the 
resurrection of Jesus and the fulfilment 
of the promise made by the prophet 
Joel long ago, that in the ‘last days’ God 
would pour out his Spirit upon ‘all 
flesh’. That was what they were now 
seeing, and Peter urged his hearers to 
accept Jesus as their Lord and Messiah, 
and so receive this wonderful gift. He 
called them to repent, to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of their sins, and to receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit promised to 



them and their children. According to 
Luke, 3,000 people - most, if not all of 
them, one assumes, Jews who had made 
their way to Jerusalem for the festival - 
responded and were baptized. 

In that sense, Pentecost truly is the 
‘birthday’ of the Christian Church. But 
if it is, we need to remember what the 
birthday present was, because for long 
stretches of church history it seems to 
have been largely overlooked. God gave 
this new community the helper, 
advocate and counsellor of whom Jesus 
had spoken, the Holy Spirit. Only with 
that help and counsel, only with the 
‘power’ which Jesus had promised 
would accompany his coming (Acts 1:8), 
could the Church ever hope to fulfil the 
daunting task he had set it: to ‘make 
disciples of all the nations’. 

Pentecost reminds us that we are 
members of a body which is alive with 
the life-giving Spirit of God. We are not 
only an ‘Easter people’, living in the 
light of the empty tomb, but a 
pentecostal people, living with images 
of wind and fire. Week by week we are 
sent out ‘in the power of the Spirit’ to 
live and work to God’s praise and glory. 
Week by week our worship is called to 
be ‘in Spirit and in truth’. Day by day 
the Christian life is life ‘in the Spirit’. 

Without the Spirit our buildings are 
empty shrines, our praises are simply 
religious concerts and our struggle to 
live as disciples of Christ is fatally 
flawed. Jesus promised his first disciples 
that they would receive ‘power’ through 
the Holy Spirit - power in the sense of 
dynamic enabling. In that power they 
would be his witnesses in their own 
backyards and to the ends of the earth. 
That is his present to the Church on its 
birthday. 

The Revd Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head 
of religious affairs, a broadcaster and author. 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Pads Dolphin will take up post 
as Priest in Charge at Reading St 
Matthew; The Revd Sally Lynch will take 
up post as Vicar at St Luke Maidenhead; 
The Revd Leslie Jesudason will take up 
post as Team Vicar of Bracknell Team 
Ministry; The Revd John Burrell will take 
up post as Vicar of Benson; The Revd Dr 
Mark Clavier will take up post as Priest 
in Charge at Steeple Aston with North 
Aston and Tackley; The Revd Janet 
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people can now 
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version of 
The Door by 
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LETTERS 



'Well said Bishop John' 

Congratulations to the Bishop for his 
comments on Church of England schools 
admissions. Attending the Cropredy CofE 
school when I was a boy set me on the 
Christian path. 

I owe more than I can say to the then 
clergy of St Mary’s Church Cropredy, 
Maurice Turner and Ian Upton who taught 
me about Jesus. Church schools can be a 
wonderful ministry opportunity which must 
be used to the full. William Temple very 
famously said: “The Church is the only 
society that exists for the benefit of those 
who are not its members." 

I consider that to exclude non- 
Christians from CofE schools to be the 
opposite of what Jesus would do. A 
commentator once compared Jesus to the 
Pharisees, who avoided contact with 
those they considered unclean, whereas 
Jesus walked through the market place 
healing all kinds of people. In having 
schools closed to non-Christians, we have 
behaved more like the Pharisees. 

However you need to maintain the 
Christian ethos of church schools. This 
means having Christian governors, heads 
and as far as possible, teachers and 
access to clergy for the children. It means 
ready two-way involvement between the 
church and the school. Thanks again to 
Bishop John for his bold move. 

Richard Hudson, Hemel Hempstead. 



Using your LOAF 

I was interested to read A climate scientist’ 
(the Door, May 201 1) about the Revd Dr 
Gillian Straine, who has co-written For 
Creed & Creation , a guide for making 
churches more environmentally friendly. 

I’m a member of the charity Christian 
Ecology Link, who encourage Christians to 
use the LOAF principle when shopping - 
Locally produced, Organic, Animal Friendly, 
Fair-traded. If we neglect the environment 
then people suffer. Government statistics 
show that 24,000 early UK deaths a year 
are caused by air pollution. The EU now 
admits that tens of thousands of chemicals 
were allowed into common use but were 
never properly tested. 

Breast, testicular and prostate cancers 
have risen several-fold. UK breast cancer 
rates were 25,000 a year in the 1 980s but 
this has now risen to 41 ,000 UK cases a 
year. I read in the article that Gillian herself 
suffered Hodgkin’s Lymphoma cancer. 
Oestrogen-mimic chemicals from plastics 
and pesticides can disrupt hormones. 
Dioxins from incinerators and benzene are 
proven to cause cancer and birth defects. 
When we allow preventable illness we 
break Jesus’s command to love each other. 

I wish Gillian well in her important work. 

Ann Wills, Middlesex 



Russell will be leaving her post as Parish 
Development Adviser; The Revd David 
Parry will be retiring from his post as 
Vicar at Blackbird Leys; The Revd Moira 
Astin and The Revd Dr Tim Astin will 
both be leaving the diocese to move to 
the Diocese of Lincoln. 

We recall with sadness the deaths of 
The Revd Christopher Jones; The Revd 
Edward Rainsberry; The Revd Edward 
Morris; Canon Geoffrey Shaw and The 
Revd Michael Vine. 
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Dr Gwen Adshead tells Jo 
Duckies how an 
understanding of sprituality 
helps her work with patients 
at the Broadmoor High 
Security Psychiatric Hospital. 

I met Gwen in her office at 

Broadmoor, a long, rectangular 
room piled from floor to ceiling 
with books. We chatted over 
coffee as Gwen described her 
work as part of a team of skilled 
psychiatrists who work to restore the 
mental health of patients. Some of the 
men they work with have committed 
horrific crimes. The patients are 
referred from prisons or less secure 
mental health services where they may 
be proving difficult to treat and manage 
safely. 

Gwen, 50, says: “Most of our people 
have serious and complex disorders. It’s 
important to acknowledge we all have a 
part of ourselves that’s cruel and nasty. 
Most of the time it’s dormant, and it’s 
balanced by feelings of love, compassion 
and regret. Most importantly for most of 
us who live ordinary human lives, we 
have a high capacity for self reflection so 
we can think about our mistakes. The 
people here are locked into cruel and 
unusual states of mind. They don’t 
perhaps have access to those feelings of 
empathy, warmth and compassion.” 
Gwen says that violence is an odd 
thing for people to resort to. Only 20 
per cent of crimes in the UK are violent. 
Broadmoor patients are those whose 
violence stems from severe or multiple 
mental disorders and Gwen compares 
the hospital to Royal Marsden, which 
treats patients with rare cancers. 

“We provide a similar service but for 
very damaged people. Our work is about 
restoring their mental health, but also 
reducing the risk they pose, which 



means looking at their offences in some 
depth.” Gwen’s team focus on how 
offenders became offenders, which is 
often to do with early trauma. “It’s 
Desmond Tutu’s ubuntu - people are 
people through people. Some of our 
patients have lost their peoplehood 
through what they’ve done.” 

So how does all this link to faith? 

Gwen says: “The first thing is most of 
the world’s faiths have an account of our 
capacity for evil. So straight away we 
have a whole literature and an 
intellectual community to draw on. For 
millennia people have struggled to make 
sense of man’s capacity for cruelty and 
the world’s religions represent the most 
enduring accounts of that moral 
philosophy. The Greek tragedies 
represent an early way that humans 



grappled with the question of what 
makes a woman slaughter her husband 
and children, or causes a man to blind 
himself. 

“Most faith based communities have 
the idea of metanoia - you can’t change 
much in the world around you but you 
can change yourself. By looking at the 
darkness in your own heart, you can try 
and change every day. It’s a vision that 
speaks directly to the forensic psychiatry 
vision. The Christian account in 
particular sees that all of us have the 
power to become a son of God. 

“Our people have spiritual lives; they 
aren’t without an interest in the 
transcendent. Some have had religious 
upbringings or traditions but for some 
of them there is a much more 
fundamental question - ‘am I 



abandoned by God, however I conceive 
of him, because of what I have done?’ 
The hospital has a strong multi-faith 
chaplaincy and it’s part of the service 
provision to take the spiritual needs of 
our patients seriously.” 

Gwen describes her own faith journey 
as an ordinary one. Her mother was an 
Anglican and her father converted to 
Catholicism as an adult. “Issues of faith 
and religious belief were present in my 
family of origin. They were assumed to 
be of interest; they didn’t dominate but 
were omnipresent. I was raised in a 
household where Christian values were 
taken as read and I’m very grateful for 
that. I used to hear my parents 
discussing the fact my father was 
converting. He’d always been interested 
in the Catholic tradition. He had many 
friends who were Benedictine monks 
and if he’d been in another time and 
place he might well have been drawn to 
the contemplative life.” 

She attended two Church of England 
schools. She says: “The liturgy, the 
Gospels, and the Psalms and the church 
year have all been part of my life. I have 
seen no reason to jettison it, but that 
doesn’t mean I haven’t questioned it.” 
She has recently read William Watts’ 
translations of St Augustine’s Confessions. 
“It got me thinking about that personal 
transformation and the question of 
whether your faith is part of you or 
bigger than you. It may not be a 
resolvable question. It really is about a 
constant engagement with the question 
of the Word made flesh. It has to be 
engaged with on a daily basis rather 
than in a done and dusted way. 

“I see myself as a pilgrim in the John 
Bunyan sense marching along a long 
road, some times going on detours, 
walking the path, sometimes struggling. 
It’s just an ordinary Christian journey 
really.” 

Gwen ’s hobbies include singing in her local church 
choir, pottering in her garden, reading and writing. 



PUBLIC 

ADDRESS /INDUCTION 
LOOP SYSTEMS 

for: Chapels • Churches 
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Homes • Waiting Rooms 
New systems, updates 
or portable units. 

Consult the professional for 

FREE SURVEY, ADVICE & 
QUOTE 
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PA SYSTEMS 
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K Jewellery 



Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 
Tel:01373 462069 



Visit our website today! 

www.oa kRchrisUanjevvcUery.cn.uk 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
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SMC Ltd 


APPROVED INSTALLER 


Ecclesiastical & Domestic Solar Panels 




Free Electricity 


use what you make and save on bills 


25 years guaranteed income 




Feed-in-tariffs on top of bill savings 


Sell back what you don't use 




generate even more income 




01367 710152 




pv@smconsult.co.uk www.smconsult.co.uk 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 
By appointment only 






